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The most commeon method nsed by caginoos o doermine scismic loads on
buildings is the equivalcat static method. . The equivalent sixtic meshod is the sSopiest
and most conscrvative procedure by which seismic loads may be determined. The actual
procedure 1o be followsd is contained within the local goveming building code.
Cezrently in the United States, there are four building codes in use. These arc the
Intermations] Buflding Code, Uniform Building Code, Standand Building Cede, and the
stic scizmic zmiysis methods cootained I cach of B2sc codtss ad 2 pemmciic
comparison of the equivelom static procodures of the newst imcmasional Buldimg Code
1o the three older codes. Each term that affects the magnitde of the scismic base shear
determined ffom the equivalent static method of the Internationzl Building Code was
compared to its equival=ot in the other codes in order to ditermine which faclors have 2
pater effect oo any ESences I the code © code roslis. Alse, conloo mips wors
generated showimg the regional <ffects of chanses in the groond motion and sofl factors
inthe IBC.




