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Greetings from the College of Business.  This past year has been a period of 
transition for our college with the departure of Dean Bob Niebuhr in August 2007.  

The college immediately embarked on a national search for a permanent dean that was 
successfully completed in July 2008 with the arrival of Dr. James Jordan-Wagner as our 
new dean.  It was an honor for me to have served as the Interim dean of the College 
during this time.

Even though our administration was in fluctuation, our faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni continued to excel.  As one of many examples, our TVA Investment Challenge 
class placed first in competition by outperforming our market benchmark by more 
than any of our peer schools in the competition.  Alan Elrod, an MBA student in the 
class, appeared on Fox Business Network to discuss the class’ performance.  This 
story is highlighted on page 12.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who made my year as interim dean a 
success.  As the academic year began our new dean started, and I have begun a new 
endeavor in my career.  I have been appointed as TTU’s Associate Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and look forward to working with the college, albeit from new and 
different perspective in the future.

I wish Dean Jordan-Wagner all the best as he begins his new administration and 
know that through his leadership the college will continue to do great things. 
 
Mark Stephens
Interim Dean
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TTU names James Jordan-Wagner as 
new College of Business dean

James Jordan-Wagner took the reigns as 
Tennessee Tech University’s College of 

Business dean after a national search for the 
college’s top administrator. Dr. Jordan-Wagner, 
chairperson of Eastern Illinois University’s 
School of Business, joined TTU at the end 
of July.

“I look forward to working with Dr. Jordan-
Wagner,” said TTU Provost Jack Armistead. 
“Tech will benefit tremendously from his 
wide-ranging professional background, which 
includes significant experience not only 
within academe but also in the local, national, 
and international business communities.”
 
As Chairperson at EIU, Jordan-Wagner was 
responsible for five majors and an off-campus 

program, an MBA program with an accounting 
concentration, and all aspects of maintaining 
accreditation with the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 
for both business and accounting.  Under 
Jordan-Wagner’s leadership, EIU launched 
the Securities Analysis Center, a live trading 
center for students. He also led alumni and 
foundation members to establish a $100,000 
student-managed fund. 
 
A strong proponent of international study, 
Jordan-Wagner has lived abroad for six of the 
past 19 years, including three years working 
at a major bond house in London. He led the 
international program to the Netherlands 
twice and taught at the United Kingdom 
branch of a U.S. university.
 
Jordan-Wagner has experience with AACSB 
maintenance of accreditation processes 
and activities. He also served as academic 
coordinator for the finance faculty, where 
he was responsible for long-term planning, 
scheduling and assessment, and he helped 
develop the EIU School of Business strategic 
plan.

Dr. Jordan-Wagner earned his doctorate in 
finance at the University of North Texas, and 
holds master’s and bachelor’s degrees in 
psychology from Central Michigan University. 
He joined EIU in 1990.
 
“I am excited to be at Tech”, Jordan-Wagner 
said.  “The College of Business has strong 
programs and a good reputation.  I am proud 
to be a part of that, and I think that we 
have a tremendous amount of potential for 
advancement.”

By Tracey Hackett In March, a group of Tennessee Tech University 
undergraduate and MBA business students 

spent 12 days in Argentina and Chile completing 
this year's International Experience course. 
  "The International Experience course gives 
our students the opportunity to experience 
business and culture in another part of the world 
that many would not have the opportunity to 
visit," said Bob Wood, TTU's College of Business 
associate dean. "The students who return are 
different than those that left -- they have a 
better understanding of the global economy 
and realize that cultures and peoples are not 
that different.   They also can't wait to travel 
again."   
  The students began their visit to Buenos 
Aires with a city tour that included Recoleta 
Cemetary, the final resting place of Eva Peron.   
In addition, the students spent one evening 
attending a show of traditional Argentine folk 
and tango music and dancing.   
   Business visits in Buenos Aires included 
presentations by officials of the Argentine 

Economic Ministry, the National Securities 
Commission, Maizar, a company that represents 
suppliers and customers of Argentina's corn 
industry, Mercado de Liniers, the livestock 
trading center of Argentina, and Globant, the 
leading IT provider in Argentina. 
  The class then moved on to Santiago, Chile. 
Business visits included a discussion led by the 
U.S. Commercial Service, the Voluntarios de la 
Esperanza  Global, a large non-profit organization, 
Drillco, a start-up oil exploration company, and 
Casas del Bosque, one of the largest export 
companies in Chile.    Cultural events included 
a city tour, a night of salsa dancing, and the 
premier performance of a contemporary opera 
written by a Chilean composer. 
   To prepare for the trip, students were required 
to write a series of papers about the history, 
culture, and economic systems of Argentina 
and Chile. The course was developed and 
the students were accompanied by Dr. Steve 
Isbell and Dr. Bob Wood of the TTU College of 
Business. 

Students with Guibert Englebienne, Chief Technical Officer of Globant, the Latin America leader in Software 
Product Development and Maintenance.

TTU BUSINESS STUDENTS COMPLETE 
INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

By Karen Lykins
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A key element in a student’s successful 
  job search may be hanging in your 

closet. 
 
Tennessee Tech University business 

students who want to become 
business professionals need 

to learn to dress for the part, 
so when Susan O’Connor 
recently retired from her 

job, she wanted to pass 
along her executive-
style dress suits 
and accessories to a 
budding executive. 
Her phone call to 
TTU’s College of 

Business sparked the 
creation of the College 

of Business Professional 
Clothes Closet, or BPC, 

under the direction of 
Amy Jo Carpenter, Program 

coordinator and Julie 
Galloway, director of the 

College of Business Student 
Success Center. 

“The mission of the Program 
is to enable our students 
to transition successfully 
from business student 
to business professional 
through workshops, career 

fair preparation and one-on-one resume 
support,” said Carpenter. “This opportunity 

to offer a venue that assists our students 
to dress for success is a natural fit for the 
center.” 

Carpenter researched 
clothes closet organizations 
offered at other universities 
and communities from New 
York City to Nashville to 
establish this project. 

“This project 
will advance 
the appearance 
and confidence 
of business 
students by 
providing 
professional 
clothing to 
encourage the 
success of our 
students for 
interviews and 
on the job,” 
said Carpenter. 
“There is no 
fee for business 
students to 
participate. Future 
plans include 
pursuing retailers 
as sponsors that 
donate out-of-
season inventory.”

Donations “suit” College of Business Students 
Through Clothes Closet

By Karen Lykins

In May, Rural Development Area Director Joseph 
Woody and Tennessee Technological University 

President Bob Bell announced a Rural Business 
and Enterprise Grant (RBEG) of $20,000 for the 
purchase of computer equipment and software 
to increases in-house educational and distance 
learning opportunities through TTU College 
of Business and the Tennessee Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC). 

“Rural businesses, regardless of location, can 
now use Internet technology to reach a much 
broader customer base and effectively compete 
in the world market,” said Bell. “The small 
business development resources announced 
today will make it possible for TTU to help grow 
businesses and create good jobs all across our 
area.”

The $20,000 federal investment completes 
the funding needed to bring the new business 
development program online. TTU is providing 
$64,400 and the SBDC an additional $55,200 for 
a total project investment of $139,600. Increased 
training opportunities will initially be available 
to businesses at a specially equipped classroom 
on the TTU campus in Cookeville. Plans are 
also in the works to equip two remote learning 

locations to help businesses take advantage of 
SBDC resources while minimizing time away 
from their business and the high costs of fuel.

“Small business is the economic engine of our rural 
communities,” said Woody. “Rural Development 
is here to make sure rural companies have the 
same kinds of resources and opportunities as 
those in urban areas so they can continue to 
create jobs and prosper.”
 
TSBDC helps business owners and entrepreneurs 
grow and develop successful businesses through 
one-on-one counseling and free or low cost 
training. The TSBDC at TTU is an outreach service 
of TTU College of Business serving businesses 
in 13 Middle Tennessee Counties including Clay, 
Pickett, Fentress, Overton, Jackson, Smith, 

Putnam, Cumberland, White, DeKalb, Warren, 
Van Buren and Bledsoe.
 
Established in 1999, TTU-SBDC has worked 
with local chambers of commerce, economic 
development authorities, private lenders and 
others to meet the needs of small business 
owners in the 13 county service area. 

From left: Alice Wills, Area Technician, USDA-Rural Development; Billy G. Smith, Field Representative, office 
of Congressman Bart Gordon; Chris Hampton, TTU Co-op student; Joe Woody, Area Director, USDA-Rural 
Development; Jimmy Allen, Area Specialist, USDA-Rural Development; Vicki Henley, Director, Small Business 
Development Center, TTU; John Robbins, Field Representative, office of Congressman Lincoln Davis; Mark 
Stephens, Interim Dean, College of Business, TTU; Jack Armistead, Provost/V.P., Academic Affairs, TTU; Francis 
Otuonye, V.P., Research & Graduate Studies, TTU.

By Tracey Hackett

TTU’s Small Business Development Center Awarded $20,000 Grant
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Free market reforms affecting traded goods, 
capital and labor markets in Mexico and Ven-

ezuela have done more to hurt than to help most 
workers and their families in those countries.
   That’s the conclusion of Jon Jonakin, a Tennessee 
Tech University economics professor, who was 
awarded a non-
instructional re-
search grant from 
the university 
and spent spring 
semester 2007 
studying how the 
two countries’ 
economies have 
responded to or-
thodox liberaliza-
tion policies that 
were implement-
ed there in the 
1980s and 90s.
   His findings are 
outlined in a pa-
per titled “Labor 
and Its Discon-
tents: The Con-
sequences of Orthodox Reform in Venezuela and 
Mexico.”
   “The positive results projected by many ortho-
dox economists just aren’t there,” Jonakin said. 
   Instead of experiencing falling income inequal-
ity, greater job creation and increased wages for 
the relatively abundant less-skilled workers — as 
many orthodox economists projected prior to the 
reforms — just the opposite has often happened 
in both countries.
   “Both countries have instead experienced in-
creases in precarious informal work that guaran-
tees no employment benefits, falling real wages 
for less-skilled workers, rising income inequality, 
higher unemployment and — in the case of Mexi-
co — emigration,” he said.
   By 2005, more than 11 million Mexicans — about 
6.2 million unauthorized — lived in this country. 

That means, at a minimum, 12 percent of Mexico’s 
labor force resides in the United States, Jonakin 
estimates.
   In terms of net earnings of foreign exchange, 
“the most effective export Mexico produced — 
or rather induced — under the orthodox market 

reforms was the 
labor effort of its 
u n d o c u m e n t e d 
emigrant work-
force,” he said.
   In Venezuela, 
petroleum extrac-
tion is a capital-
intensive industry 
requiring skilled 
labor — but it’s 
not an industry 
with job growth 
potential.
      “In 1997, when 
extractive and 
mining activities 
accounted for 
more than 23 per-
cent of Venezue-

la’s gross domestic product, only 1 percent of the 
country’s labor force was employed there, and 
that share remained largely unchanged from 1989 
to 1999,” Jonakin said.
   In Venezuela, “the rate of poverty rose from 44 
percent in 1988 to 66.5 percent in 1989, and cu-
riously worsened in the mid- to late-1990s, even 
during periods of growth,” Jonakin said.
“It was in large part due to the failures of free mar-
ket reforms and their negative impact on people’s 
lives that Hugo Chavez was elected president 
of Venezuela in 1998,” he continued. “He subse-
quently began to reverse many of the earlier poli-
cies.”
   Jonakin concludes that the patterns revealed in 
Mexico and Venezuela are representative of the 
negative impacts that free market reforms have 
had elsewhere in Latin America.

TTU Economics Professor Studies Free Market 
Reform in Mexico and Venezuela

By Tracey Hackett

In Fall 2007, three teams of finance students from the TTU College of Business competed against 
teams from Belmont, Cumberland, East Tennessee State, Lee, Lipscomb, Middle Tennessee State, 

and Union universities in the 2nd annual Junior Achievement of Middle Tennessee University Stock 
Market Challenge. TTU placed three teams in the top ten out of twenty-five competing teams. The 
TTU Golden Eagles team finished second overall with a 225% return from trading activity while the 
Golden Goose and Purple Haze teams finished ninth and tenth, respectively with over 100% return 
from trading.

The Stock Market Challenge is a session of trading fictitious stocks to achieve the highest possible 
net worth on the JA stock exchange. The Challenge offers a unique opportunity to experience the 
fast-paced, exciting atmosphere of two months on Wall Street compressed into two hours.

Each member of the Golden Eagles team received an individual award recognizing their performance. 
The team was also invited to participate in the evening corporate session where teams sponsored 
by local corporations vied for prizes. The Golden Eagles again had one of the highest returns of the 
session.

TTU Junior Achievement Stock Market 
Challenge Participants: 
First Row:  Angela Frabotta (Knoxville), 
Leighton Bragg (Estill Springs), David Miller 
(Sparta), Matt Nisbet (Greeneville), Zach 
Hawley (Knoxville)
Second Row:  Brian Jefferies (Washington 
DC), Nathan Wehage (Sparta), Chaz Hoffman 
(Nashville), Dustin Hackett (Lafayette), Nathan 
Moser (Cookeville), Zach Harris (Lebanon), 
and Jason Jeffers (Tullahoma)

The Winning team -  Angela Frabotta, Nathan Wehage, Chaz Hoffman, 
Dustin Hackett  

TTU Finance Students Compete in Nashville 
Junior Achievement Stock Market Challenge
By Dr. Bob Wood
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Tennessee Tech University accounting and 
MBA students get a chance to meet po-

tential employers each year during “Meet-the-
Firms.”   
	 Meet-the-Firms is jointly sponsored by the 
Accounting Department and the TTU Beta Al-
pha Psi Chapter.   The event is held each Sep-
tember just prior to the beginning of interview 
season.
	 Nearly 40 employers from places like Nash-
ville, Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Cookeville at-
tend.  It is an opportunity for accounting firms 
and companies to focus their recruiting efforts 
directly on the students that they want to recruit. 
	 “I interview graduating seniors in the 
spring,” said Dan Fesler, chair of the Depart-
ment of Accounting.  “In Spring 2007, eighty 

percent of our graduating seniors either had 
a job or planned to go to graduate school.  I 
think Meet-the-Firms had a lot to do with it.
	 “The firms at the event are among our most 
loyal supporters,” he said.  They are among the 
outfits that hire our students each year.”
Employers also use the opportunity to identify 
accounting students to work as interns. 
Last year, the university's accounting interns 
worked on the job an average of approximately 
520 hours.
	 "The Meet-the-Firms event is a critical 
component of the Accounting Department's 
efforts to promote its students and stay well-
connected with the practicing accounting 
profession," said Fesler.

TTU BUSINESS STUDENTS GET A 
CHANCE TO JOB HUNT EARLY   

Through the years, Room 110 of Johnson Hall 
has undergone many changes, housing the 

computer center, the Small Business Development 
Office, the Mayberry Chair and most recently, 
home to the MBA Student Room. Thanks to a 
generous donation from Tom Neal and donations 
from other MBA alumni, Room 110 is now the Tom 
Neal MBA Student Lounge.

Construction of the lounge began 
with the tearing down of the original 
standing partitions. Full walls were 
constructed to divide a lounge area 
from the office area and new carpet was 
installed throughout. The lounge was 
remodeled with a wall finish to cover 
the block walls and the ceiling was 
updated with new lighting. Along with 
new study carrels and new furniture, 
the Tom Neal MBA lounge is inviting 
and welcome respite for MBA students 
to study, work, socialize or just hang 
out while waiting for class or work to 
begin.

Mr. Neal is a 1953 graduate 
of TTU, receiving a B.S. in 
Industrial Management from 
the College of Business Ad-
ministration.  He is retired 
president of the Cove Divi-
sion of H.H. Brown.  In recog-
nition of his exceptional ca-
reer, the College of Business 
Administration Foundation 
awarded him the 1997 Louis 
Johnson Outstanding Alum-
nus Award.  Mr. Neal and his 
wife, Betty Coley Neal, have 
established a scholarship 
endowment to assistance 
business students from Gal-
latin High School in attend-
ing TTU.  The Neals have 
three daughters. 

Johnson Hall is continually undergoing renovation 
projects. The Tom Neal MBA Lounge is a great 
addition to our “Keeping the Promise” program for 
modernizing Johnson Hall in honor of Dean Louis 
Johnson, for whom the building was named.

New Tom Neal MBA 
Student Lounge Completed

By Judy Hees and Lelia Gibson
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He’ll admit he's never solved a crime in 50 
minutes like they do on every television 

episode of CSI, but Stuart “Doc” Wells, 
professor of decision sciences, runs his 
own computer forensics lab with the same 
professionalism and passion as the dramas 
portray.

Tucked away in a narrow hallway of Johnson 
Hall, his small lab, dubbed CSI Cookeville, is 
the place where Wells and FRED, a Forensic 
Recovery of Evidence Device, labor to help 
local, state, and federal law enforcement at 
no charge. 

“One of the lab’s strengths is our 
responsiveness,” said Wells. “The FBI, TBI, 
and other agencies are so backlogged with 
cases, and there are situations where charges 
need to be filed quickly due to the nature of 
the crime.”
 
Trained to keep the chain of evidence 
unbroken, Wells constantly reminds his 
students that “forensic” means admissible in 
court, so his procedures are meticulous. All 
computer evidence is copied as a forensic 
image, which is a bit by bit representation, not 
a back-up copy, of the original information on 
a digitally sterilized medium. 

He uses the same software as the TBI and FBI 
use and has assisted in about 52 cases since 
the lab’s inception four years ago. 
 
“I wondered when we first started if we 
would have enough cases, and after about 
three months into it, I’ve never been caught 
up,” said Wells, who spends about 20 hours 
a week, what he calls “all his spare time,” in 
the lab. 

Students are not allowed to work on actual 
cases, but they benefit directly from the Wells’ 
experiences in the lab because he creates 
similar cases for them to work on based on 
his work.

“I teach them to look for what's there and 
what's not there,” said Wells. “We look for 
information that’s been deleted, encrypted 
and password protected.”

To that end, Wells also teaches students a 
technique called social engineering — a way 
to crack a person's password by collecting 
personal information through interviews 
and feeding that information into computer 
software. 

“Basically you research a person’s life and get 
all the names and numbers you can associated 
with them — phone numbers, birthdates, 
pet names, hobbies — and the software will 
combine the information and usually generate 
the person’s password because people build 
a password out of information they can 
remember,” explained Wells.

“If the password is a random sequence of 
numbers and letters not associated with a 
person, you know where you usually find it?” 
Wells asked as he lifted up his keyboard. “Right 
under here, because they can't remember it.” 
Wells says most of his students will not make 
computer forensics a career, but they are 
often chosen within the companies they work 
for to lead efforts to ferret out violations of 
corporate policy. 

“All students leave with an appreciation of 
how labor intensive and complex
computer forensics is,” said Wells. 

By Karen Lykins

Computer Forensic Lab Helps 
TTU’s Wells Catch Criminals

Tennessee Tech University's MBA Case 
Competition Team finished third in the 

George Washington University International 
MBA Case Competition held in March.   
 	 The competition, in its 15th year, brings 
together MBA teams from U.S. and international 
AACSB-accredited business schools to analyze a 
current situation facing a nonprofit organization 
and to present solutions that draw on the 
organization's assets.   
	 Members of the TTU MBA Case Competition 
Team, all members of the class of 2008, are 
Amy Sharp, Brandi Sturm, Brian Otuonye, 
and Troy McNatt. Sharp and Sturm will begin 
careers in accounting, Otuonye in the financial 
services industry, and McNatt in engineering 
management. 
	 “The GWU International Case Competition 
gave us the opportunity to work together on 
a complex problem faced by a governmental 
agency and present our solution to the directors 

of the agency,” said McNatt. “It also gave us the 
chance to compete against some of the best 
business schools in the world.   It was satisfying 
to find out that we not only could compete 
against students from those schools but actually 
finish as one of the top three schools in the 
competition.” 
	 The 2008 case was “The United States Patent 
and Trademark Office:    The Pendency Issue.” 
Teams were asked to examine the myriad issues 
underlying the increasing backlog of submitted 
but as of yet examined patents as well as the 
increasing length of time between submission 
and issuance of the patents.    Students were 
then tasked to offer solutions given the Office's 
current resources and other internal and external 
constraints.   
	 Each team was given two weeks to examine 
the problems and submit its solutions.   Judges 
for the competition included members of the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office's 
senior management, senior officials from other 
governmental agencies, and executives from 
Verizon, Sun Microsystems, Lockheed Martin, 
Monsanto, and other public corporations. Judges 
for the final round were John Doll, Commissioner 
for Patents, Margaret J. A. Peterlin, Deputy 
Undersecretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Deputy Director of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, and Barry 
K. Hudson, Chief Financial Officer, United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 
	 All teams, which competed anonymously, 
presented their solutions in two preliminary 
rounds.    The three finalists -- The University 
of Delaware, George Washington University, 
and TTU -- then competed in a third round 
held Saturday afternoon.    George Washington 
University was announced as the winner of 
the competition at a dinner held on Saturday 
evening.    
	 The TTU MBA Case Competition Team is 
coached by Dr. Bob Wood, associate dean of 
TTU’s College of Business. 

(front) Amy Sharp, Brandi Sturm (back) Troy McNatt, 

Brian Otuonye 

By Karen Lykins

TTU's MBA Students Finish Third in International Case Competition
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Tennessee Tech University’s Investment 
Challenge Class boasted an almost 30 

percent return for the year, outperforming its 
peers and finishing first in total return in the 
TVA 2007 Investment Challenge.   
 
The program allows undergraduate and 
graduate students from 25 schools the 
opportunity to manage a stock portfolio of 

large-cap stocks under similar rules as the 
TVA’s professional money managers.   
 
For 2007, the TTU Investment Challenge 
portfolio had a total return of almost 30 
percent, beating the S&P 500, the broad 
market indicator used to evaluate the student 
portfolios, by nearly 25 percent.   For the year, 
the average total return for the 25 schools 
was almost 10 percent. 

“Needless to say, Deryl Martin and I were 
impressed with the students’ picks this 
year,” said Dr. Bob Wood, associate dean of 
the College of Business and current director 

of the TTU Investment Challenge Program.   
“Their best performers for the year were 
Apple, Southern Copper, Transocean, Focus 
Media Holdings, and Netflix.”   

In TTU’s program, students recommend and 
discuss potential purchases.   After individual 
research by each member of the class, the 
class votes whether to purchase the stock.   

The class uses price 
targets and stop-losses 
to further manage their 
holdings.      

Since 1998, the TVA 
Investment Challenge 
has allowed students 
the hands-on experience 
of managing real money 
in a professional money-
manager environment.   
The 25 schools in TVA's 
service area buy and 
sell stock seeking to 
outperform the market 
using funds from TVA's 
Nuclear Decommissioning 
Trust.    During the nine 
years of the program's 

existence the combined student portfolio has 
beaten the S&P return in all but two of the 
years. 

“TVA's Investment Challenge is an innovative 
and unique partnership between TVA and 25 
universities in its service territory,” said Kim 
Greene, chief financial officer of TVA. “The 
program has been a win-win for TVA and the 
universities.   The universities have generated 
positive absolute and relative performance 
for TVA while providing a real world learning 
experience in portfolio management for 
students.” 

By  Karen Lykins

TTU Investment Class Outperforms Market, 
Peers to Win TVA Challenge

Bob Wood, Eric Davis (TVA Investment Challenge Program Manager), Kim Greene 
(Chief Financial Officer, TVA), John Hoskins (Treasurer, TVA), Deryl Martin

I was born and reared in a rural town outside of Murfreesboro called Walter Hill.  Both of my 
parents obtained advanced degrees and have been career educators.  My father spent his en-

tire educational career at the elementary and middle school level, while the bulk of my mother’s 
career has been at the higher education level, specifically at Middle Tennessee State University.  
I have one sibling, a little sister eight years my junior, who recently received her Juris Doctorate 
degree from the Cumberland School of Law at Samford University.  
    I came here as an immature and unfocused 18-year old in August 1993 and, fifteen years later I’m 
back here with a beautiful wife and four wonderful children (under the age of 6).  After finishing 
with a B.S. in Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering in 1998, I went directly into the MBA pro-
gram.  Upon completion of that program in 2000, I subsequently “found” my way into teaching high 
school in an interim position (go figure).  While continuing to teach on a waiver, I made the choice 
to pursue the Ed.S. degree in Instructional Leadership, which I completed in 2003.  Continuing to 
teach, I soon began the Ph.D. in Exceptional Learning program here at TTU, which subsequently 
lead me back here in a professional capacity to the Office of Minority Affairs and the Leona Lusk 
Officer Black Cultural Center – a place in which I spent many an hour as an undergraduate and 
graduate student. It is my hope that this degree will be completed sometime in this academic year 
(2008-2009).  
    What a wonder this place has worked in my life!  This university has been and continues to be 
a huge piece of the complex pie that is my life.  It is here that I grew into a man.  It is here that I 
met my wife Dana (also a three-time Tech graduate).  It is here that I met lifelong friends.  It is here 
that I learned of what is my life’s calling.  It is here that the foundation was laid for me to move 
successfully through this life and change other’s lives for the better.  TTU and everything that it 
represents, from the professors, to the administration, to the athletics coaches, to the students, 
to the staff, to the beautiful campus, to even its challenges, has been HUGE in my life and I cherish 
it to the utmost in my heart.

IN MY OWN WORDS by Robert Owens
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Faculty Research
The COB faculty had a very productive year with 
76 articles and other creative work published, 
99 works in process, 50 presentations made at 
regional or national meetings, and 85 faculty ex-
tension and outreach activities related to field of 
expertise. 
• Drs. Ismet Anitsal and Meral Anitsal were the 
recipients of the three  research grants.
• Dr. Deborah Ballou and Dr. Brian Huguenard 
published in the American Conference on Informa-
tion Systems 2007 Proceedings (received Honor-
able Mention for Best Paper award), and the Jour-
nal of Information Systems Education.
• Dr. Bonita Barger published in the Journal of 
Organizational Culture, Communications and Con-
flict.
• Dr. Ferdinand DiFurio was awarded an Energy Grant 

with the Department of Economic and Community 
Development: Energy Division, Nashville. 
• Dr. Melanie Earles co-authored and updated 
a chapter for a nationally offered continuing 
education course in Federal Taxation.  
• Dr. Robert Elmore published in the American 
Accounting Association Proceedings.
• Dr. Tor Guimaraes presented “Exploring Some 
Major Determinants for Successful Business 
Change” at the 10th International Conference of 

the Society for Global Business & Economic Devel-
opment, Kyoto, Japan. In addition, Dr. Guimaraes 
conducted research on the important factors for 
successful business innovation in Japanese com-
panies with Professor Osam Sato, Tokyo Keizai 
University.  
• Dr. Brian Huguenard and Dr. Jack Matson pub-
lished in Journal of Statistics Education.
• Dr. Brian Jones published in the Global Infor-
mation Technology Management Association Pro-
ceedings.
• Dr. Jon Jonakin published in the International 
Journal of Political Economy.
• Dr. Jack Matson published in Supply Chain Man-
agement and the Proceedings of the IERC.
• Dr. Christine Miller and Dr. Stuart Wells pub-
lished in the Journal of Change Management.
• Dr. Nat Natarajan attended and presented a pa-

per at the inaugural conference 
of Indian Subcontinent Region 
of the Decision Sciences Insti-
tute (ISDSI) in Gahziabad, India.  
He also attended and presented 
a paper at the 38th Annual Na-
tional Conference of DSI in Phoe-
nix, Arizona.  
• Dr. Nat Natarajan and Dr. Bo-
nita Barger published a paper 
in the Academy of Educational 
Leadership Journal.
• Dr. Mary Pashly published in 
Corporate Ownership & Control 
• Drs. Rodley Pineda, Linda 
Lerner and Bonita Barger pub-
lished in the Proceedings of 
the Academy of International 
Business.
• Dr. Curt W. Reimann, President 
Bob Bell, and Dean Susan Elkins 
presented a paper at the Excel-
lence in Tennessee conference 

of the Tennessee Center for Performance Excel-
lence in February 2008.
• Dr. G.A. Swanson served as plenary speaker at 
the 51st International Conference of the Interna-
tional Society for the Systems Sciences in Tokyo, 
Japan and served as the Keynote speaker at the 
IFIP TC8 International Conference on Research 
and Practical Issues of Enterprise Information 
Systems in Beijing, China.
• Dr. Tom Timmerman published in the Journal 

of Education for Business and the Journal of 
Applied Psychology. 
• Dr. J. Donald Weinrauch published 
in Academy of Marketing Studies. 
• Dr. Kenneth Wiant was the recipient of a 
Co-P.I. NSF research grant.
• Dr. Bob Wood published in Journal of Be-
havioral Finance.

Books Published
• Dr. Tor Guimaraes published a chapter in 
two books: Comparing Expert Systems and 
Agent Technologies for KM and Enabling the 
Virtual Organization with Agent Technolo-
gies.

Innovation resulting in savings
efficiency and/or improved
outcomes
• The Distinguished Lecture Series (DLS) 
speakers of 2007-08 included Mr. Harold 
Coker, Coker Tire Company; State of Ten-
nessee Commissioner Greg Gonzlaes; Mr. 
James Geer, retired from the FBI; Mr. Jack 
Swaim, retired from Hewlett-Packard; and 
Mr. Stephen Rains, President and CEO of 
Progressive Savings Bank.  
• The Small Business Development Center 
and the BusinessMedia Center continued 
a mutually beneficial working relationship 
to address web marketing and e-commerce 
needs in the small business community.  
 
Faculty, Staff, and Student
Awards
• Jonathan Blevins received a $750 award from 
the Nashville chapter of the Financial Executives 
Institute.
• The honorary accounting society, Beta Alpha 
Psi, was again rewarded superior chapter.
• Eight accounting majors won scholarships from 
the Tennessee Society of CPAs.  
• Drs. Meral and Ismet Anitsal and Dr. J. Donald 
Weinrauch received the Distinguished Research 
Award for their paper presented to the Allied 
Academies:  Academy of Marketing Studies.
• Drs. Meral and Ismet Anitsal received Best Pa-
per Award at two professional meetings.
• Dr. Curtis Armstrong began as Department 

Chair in August 2007 for the Department of Deci-
sion Science and Management.
• Dr. Bonita Barger received the 2008 TBR Dis-
tance Education Committee Lana Doncaster In-
novation Award.
• Dr. R. Dan Fesler was appointed permanent Ac-
counting Chair.  
• Dr. Mary Beth Howard, PhD has been hired in a 
tenure-track position in Accounting Department.
Dr. Steven Isbell was appointed the Interim Chair 
of the Department of Economics, Finance, and 
Marketing.
• Dr. Nat Natarajan serves as VP of Planning of 
the Indian Subcontinent Region of the Decision 
Sciences Institute (ISDSI).   In May 2008, Dr. Nat-
arajan was a visiting a Magellan Exchange faculty 

COLLEGE  OF BUSINESS               2007-2008 HIGHLIGHTS

 Participants at the Rural Development Conference during a breakout session

Sam Sallee, Cookeville Mayor, was the guest speaker at the Beta 
Gamma Sigma banquet.
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at the Provincial Hogeschool Limburg (PHL). 
• Leigh Gray Waggoner, CPA, has been hired in a 
tenure-track position in Accounting Department.
• Small Business Development Center presented 
S & W Catering of Cookeville with the TSBDC Ris-
ing Star award.  

 

Community Service
• Melissa Roberson, a junior marketing major, 
started Puzzles for Patients. 
• Dr. Bonita Barger participated in a Case Study 
Competition at Oxford University in England.
• Lelia Gibson led a Diversity (People with Dis-
abilities) workshop for over 100 Wal-Mart manag-
ers in the Greater Nashville area.
• Dr. Tor Guimaraes was the speaker and mem-
ber of a research panel at the 2007 IEEE Inter-
national Symposium on Information Systems & 
Management in Shanghai, China.  In addition, Dr. 
Guimaraes was appointed the Academic Advisor 
of Department of Management Information Sys-
tems, Antai College of Economics & Management, 
Shaghai Jiao Tong University.   Dr. Tor was a mem-
ber of the Organizing Committee for the Seventh 
Wuhan International Conference on E-Business in 
Wuhan, China.
• Dr. Christine Miller was the chair of the Aca-
demic Council and is the incoming president of 
the Faculty Senate.
• Dr. Virginia Moore provided outstanding service 
in 2007-2008 by serving on the Putnam County 
Chamber of Commerce where she participated in 
lobbying legislators during the Chamber’s “Legis-
lative Day on the Hill.”  
• Dr. Nat Natarajan serves on the international 
committee of National Center for Quality Manage-
ment (NCQM), Mumbai, India and the editorial 
board of the Journal of Quality Management.
• Dr. Curt W. Reimann serves on the Technical 
Committee for the Juran Center for Leadership 
in Quality, Carlson School of Management, and 
University of Minnesota. In addition, Dr. Curt W. 
Reimann serves on the Veterans’ Advisory Board 
on Dose Reconstruction by the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency, U.S. Dept. of Defense. 
• Dr. Tom Timmerman writes a regular column in 
the Business section of the Herald-Citizen.  
• A program of Accounting Continuing Educa-
tion was launched in the fall of 2007.  “Tennessee 
Business Taxes” was the first eight-hour held.   A 
second event, “Tax and Accounting Issues Facing 
Churches and the Clergy”, was held in spring of 
2008.  
• The College of Business Globalization Commit-
tee sponsored the 10th Annual Window on the 
World international festival.

• The BusinessMedia Center designed, devel-
oped and launched the nation’s first statewide 
comprehensive booster seat and seatbelt safety 
educational campaign.  The program won two 
national awards: first place in the 2007 Roadway 
Workzone Safety Awareness Awards from the 
American Road & Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation and the 2008 Horizon Interactive Award 
– Bronze category that recognized the web site 
for outstanding achievement among interactive 
media producers. 
• Tennessee’s statewide Small Business Develop-
ment Center at MTSU turned to the BusinessMe-
dia Center for the development of the statewide 
TSBDC web site and training materials.  
• BusinessMedia Center ongoing projects in-
clude: Governors Books from Birth Foundation 
and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, Southern 
University of New Orleans marketing program, 
and several CD-ROM project for local and region-
al entrepreneurs and various local governments 
throughout the state.  
• BusinessMedia Center’s projects for Tennessee 
Tech included the development of the 2008 Inter-
active Yearbook CD-ROM, the development and 
release of an Interactive DVD for Human Ecology 
on the History of Costume,  an Interactive CD-ROM 
for the Bryan Symphony Orchestra, CD-ROM for 
the National Sci-
ence Foundation 
- CAT project, In-
ternet marketing 
for the Computer 
Science SMART 
card project,  CD-
ROM for Ameri-
can Legion Boys 
State, and Inter-
net marketing for 
WCTE’s national 
release of the 
award winning 
PBS Crank and 
Tree Safari.
• The Mayberry 
Advisory Board 
met on Novem-
ber 5 and 6, 2007.   
On March 27, 
2008, Mr. Thom 

Crosby delivered the Spring 2008 Mayberry Lec-
ture.  
• TTU hosted the National Academic Advising 
Association (NACADA) Tennessee State Drive-In 
Conference.
• The partnership between the TTU College of 
Business, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and 
the United States Department of Agriculture Ru-
ral Development launched the 13th annual Rural 
Development Conference.
• The TTU SBDC successfully completed another 
contract year of service to the small business 
community reporting 117 clients assisted and 16 
training events conducted for the calendar year.  
• The SBDC also established a productive work-
ing relationship with the local Upper Cumberland 
Human Resource Association (UCHRA) office, 
providing business counseling to clients referred 
through their IDA program in preparation for 
business startup funding.
• Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
won a competitive RFP awarding total responsi-
bility for marketing Tennessee Board of Regents 
– Regents Online Campus Collaborative (ROCC) 
campaign.  The Center also authored and imple-
mented 8 funded research projects for Tennessee 
Board of Regent’s (TBR) statewide public service 
initiatives.

A performer at the Window on the World International Festival.

COLLEGE  OF BUSINESS               2007-2008 HIGHLIGHTS

MBA Students and Bob Wood attending a Nashville Predators game together.
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The 16th Annual Fundraiser Celebration dinner 
was held November 1st in Cookeville at the 
Leslie Town Centre.  Over 150 people helped 
commemorate the past year’s fundraising efforts 
along with guest speaker, Mr. James Geer. Mr 
Geer is the President of Geer Security Consulting 
International, Inc. and former Assistant Director 
of the FBI and head of the FBI’s Intelligence (now 
National Security) Division. Geer is a native of 
Tennessee, and graduated from TTU in 1961 
with a degree in Finance. 

 

The annual presentation of awards from the 
College of Business Board of Trustees was 
included in the celebration. Rick Larsen, 
president of Flexial in Cookeville, was awarded 
the Outstanding Business Leadership Award. 
Rick moved to Cookeville in 1988 from 
Daytona Beach with wife, Jayne, to establish 
an aerospace components company for 
Robertshaw Tennessee, specializing in welded 
bellows.  When Robertshaw moved the bellows 
operation out of Cookeville in 1994, Rick and 
his management team stayed in Cookeville and 
started his fourth business, Flexial Corporation.  
Flexial now has 70 employees and is currently 
building components for the International 
Space Station, the new Orion Crew Exploration 

Vehicle to return to the Moon and Mars, the 
Ares I rocket, and the 2009 Mars Rover and 
Science Lab.
   
The Louis Johnson Outstanding Alumni Award 
was presented to co-recipients Chuck and Sarah 
Johnson. The Johnsons are both graduates of 
TTU with degrees from the College of Business, 
with Chuck graduating in l965 and Sarah in l967.  
Chuck is a third-generation nurseryman, with 
his grandfather W.L. Johnson (Louis Johnson’s 
father) starting the nursery business at Baxter, 
Tennessee around l9l5. Chuck’s father Willard 
and Uncle J. T. Johnson started Johnson’s 
Nursery in l947.  After Chuck completed his 
Master’s Degree at the University of Tennessee, 
he and Sarah moved back to Cookeville in l969 
to start their nursery east of Cookeville on 
Whitson Chapel Road.  Presently, they continue 
the growing operations at this site.  In 2003, the 
retail garden center operations were moved to 
the current site on East Spring Street. 

The Annual College of Business Board of 
Trustees (COBBOT) meeting was held in 
October. The new 2007-08 officers for COBBOT  
include: President, Thomas Lynn, (Community 
President, First National Bank of Tennessee, 
Cookeville); Vice-President, Paul Scarlett, (retired 
and living in Murfreesboro); Secretary, Chris 

Hight, (Audit Manager for 
Kraft CPAs, Nashville); 
and Treasurer, Claire 
Stinson (Vice President 

for Business & Fiscal 
Affairs, TTU, 

Cookeville).

DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Chuck and Sarah Johnson

Rick Larson

The 33rd Annual College of Business 
Board of Trustees Scholarships and 

Awards Banquet was held April 24, 2008. 
One hundred and twenty-three scholarships 
valued at over $148,700 were awarded to 
many deserving students. In addition, 24 
students were presented certificates of 
recognition for achieving a 4.0 grade point 
average. Also recognized at the banquet 
were six faculty and staff members who were 
selected by the Board of Trustees for their 
outstanding performance for the past year.

Dr. Bonita Barger – The Excellence in Overall 
Performance Award  An Associate Professor 
of Management, Dr. Barger routinely 
receives excellent course evaluations while 
maintaining demanding class loads in a 
combination of undergraduate and graduate 
courses. This past year she published in three 
major journals and presented a paper at both 
national and international conferences. 

Dr. Melanie Earles – The Curtis Kinslow 
Award for Excellence in Teaching Dr. Earles, 
professor of accounting, is known as a very 
demanding instructor. She teaches two of 
the most difficult accounting courses and 
consistently ranks as the most complimented 
instructor in the accounting department.

Dr. G. A. Swanson  – The J.E. Owen 
Excellence in Research Award Dr. Swanson, 
accounting professor, is one of the most 
prolific systems writers in the country.  He 
produced eleven high-quality peer-reviewed 
journal articles and papers. He was recently 
honored by serving as the keynote speaker 
at an international conference in China and 
as a plenary speaker in Japan.

Dr. Virginia Moore – The Excellence 
in Service Award  Dr. Moore, Associate 
Professor of accounting, had an outstanding 
service year, but for her that is simply the 
norm. Some of her service activities include:  
Director of TTU’s Annual Rural Economic 
Development Conference, Director of the 

COB BusinessMedia Center, Director of 
the Small Business Development Center, 
Associate Dean, two search committees and 
is the COB liaison to the graduate research 
office.

Ms. Jessica Daniels – The Outstanding Staff 
Award   Ms. Daniels is the Production Manager 
for MBA Studies and has done an outstanding 
job with the production of course CDs for the 
distance MBA program, with the production 
of the COB leadership library video series 
and in providing technical support to the 
instructors who teach online classes in the 
College of Business.

Dr. Larry Maples – The Lifetime Achievement 
Award  Dr. Maples, professor of Accounting, 
has been at the College of Business for 
21 years and his contributions have been 
extraordinary. He has made so many 
positive accomplishments to the college 
and the university, including committee 
assignments, special projects, curriculum 
development administrative matters, faculty 
recruitment, promotion and tenure decisions 
and publishing journal articles as well as his 
outstanding reputation as a teacher.

G.A. Swanson

Virginia Moore

Faculty & Staff Awards
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DONORS LIST

Louis Johnson Society
$5,000 or more
Mr. R. John Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Moore*
Ms. Jane Packard & 
   Mr. James Rifkin*
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Swafford
Mrs. Dorisse Yokley

Dean’s Associates
$1,000 to $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Aichele
Mr. Jim Austin*
Drs. David & Bonita Barger
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Bedford
Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Bell*
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Bingham
Mr. & Mrs. Jim N. Birdwell
Mr. & Mrs. Winston Bowling*
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Burton
Mr. & Mrs. John D’Amanda*
Mr. Edward H. Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark V. Ezell
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis H. Gartman
Mr. & Mrs. James Geer
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie E. Hawkins*
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hawkins

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hicks
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Hoskins
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ingram
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Johnson*
Mrs. Rebecca Langley
Colonel Leonard E. Livingston
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Mackie*
Mrs. Mary Virginia Maddux*
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence D. Maples
Mr. & Mrs. Allen A. McCampbell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Moore
Mr. David K. Morgan
Mr. James K. Morton
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Neal
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Orton
Mr. & Mrs. Handley C. Oswalt
Mr. & Mrs. Lee E. Partain, Jr.
Professor Virginia Plummer*
Mr. & Mrs. Pat Quillen, Jr.*
Mr. James Ross & Dr. Elinor Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Rush
Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. Scarlett*
Ms. Suzanne Schriver & 
   Mr. David Rechter
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Smith
Dr. Mark A. Stephens

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence L. Stewart
Dr. & Mrs. Bob G. Wood, Jr.*
Mr. Scott Word
Mr. James Wright

Senior Associates
$500 to $999
Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Ashburn
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Bray
Mr. Bruce Bredehoft & 
   Ms. Jean Garrison*
Mr. & Mrs. John Breyfogle
Mr. Evaristo Choy & 
   Mrs. Maria Moreno
Mr. & Mrs. Darren J. Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Edwards*

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. Tony D. Gammon
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Gentry
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew W. Hall
Mr. David Jones & 
   Ms. Debra Matherne
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Keisling
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence M. Lewter III
Miss Shirley McLean
Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Moore, Sr.
Dr. Virginia Maddux Moore*
Drs. Robert E. & Kitty Niebuhr*
Mr. Robert N. & Dr. Lynne Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Peterson
Dr. & Mrs. Richard S. Rand, Jr.*
Lieutenant Colonel Michelle Seaward
Mr. & Mrs. Jack F. Smith, Jr.
Mr. William G. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Frank G. Terry
Mr. John D. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. James White
Mr. & Mrs. Grady P. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Williams, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Wortman

Executive Associates
$250 to $499
Mr. & Mrs. Sonny Allen, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Brittle, Sr.*
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Charles*
Mrs. Nancy Jane Childress
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Crutcher
Mr. Robert E. Davis*
Mr. & Mrs. C. Larry Elmore
Mr. & Mrs. John Everett
Mr. & Mrs. Todd L. Fairley
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Fentress
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ford
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Garrick, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. W. Donald Gay
Mr. & Mrs. Shane E. Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Drue Huffines

Mr. & Mrs. Eric M. Ingram
Mr. Tom Irvin
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne D. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Dan S. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Lile
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Martens
Mr. & Mrs. K. Rod McPeters
Mr. & Mrs. Martin L. Medley, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Mee
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby B. Payne
Mr. & Mrs. J. Randall Pitman
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Raybon
Mr. & Mrs. Tiff Rector
Mr. & Mrs. Joe M. Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Slate
Miss Amanda L. Stevens
Lieutenant Colonel & Mrs 
    Ernie Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Warren
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. White
Mr. A. Lee Wilhelm
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Williams, Jr.
Richard & Joyce Wright
Mr. & Mrs. D. Jeffery Young*

Managing Associates
$100 to $249
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Albrecht, Jr.
Mrs. Joyce Alcorn
Mr. & Mrs. DeWayne M. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Ament
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Andrews
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Baldridge, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Bandy
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Barber, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin W. Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Haywood Barry
Mr. & Mrs. David Bass
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Baxter
Mrs. Billie Beattie
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Beckham
Mr. Jacky O. Bellar
Mr. & Mrs. Harold L. Best
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Blanchford
Mrs. Evelyn Bell Blythe
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Bohannon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Bond

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond W. Bowling*
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Roger W. Brewer
Mr. & Mrs. Austin Brock
Mr. Robert Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Browning
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bryant
Mr. & Mrs. John Bulla
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Burge
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Bussey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Caldwell
Mr. R. Dennis Canata
Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. Carlen
Mr. & Mrs. John Carmichael
Ms. Rhonda A. Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Roger D. Coffelt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Collier
Mr. & Mrs. L. Lloyd Collins, Jr.
Mr. Walter F. Collins
Mr. Walter H. Cordell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Corn
Mr. & Mrs. Bill T. Corum
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Crooks
Mr. & Mrs. Mark C. Crowell
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis B. DeBlock, Jr.
Mr. Stephen Deppen & 
   Ms. Vonda Hunter
Mr. & Ms. James H. Derzon
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Dial
Mr. Richard D. Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Duckwall
Mr. Jim Duryea
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Earls
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome C. England
Colonel & Mrs. Harry L. Fancher
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Farmer
Mr. Kerry W. Finuff
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Fortner
Ms. Amy Allison Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Sid Francisco
Mr. & Mrs. Charles O. French
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Galemore
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Gamble
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gardenhire
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gentry III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Giampaoli
Ms. Lelia F. Gibson*
Mr. & Mrs. Nolan Goolsby
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Goss
Mr. Jay Grannis
Mr. Bob Graves
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Griffith
Mr. & Mrs. Tom P. Groom

Mr. & Mrs. Russell S. Grosvenor*
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan W. Hammons
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hartman
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Hatfield
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Hensley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Hobbs
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Holder
Ms. Jessica B. Holman
Mr. & Mrs. Troy Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Humphrey
Mr. Rodger Hunt
Miss Erika Hurd
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Ingman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Ison
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas K. James
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Jared
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Johnson
Mr. &  Mrs. Roy Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kaspar
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence E. Kilgore, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie King
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Kittrell
Mr. & Mrs. Don J. Knies, Sr.
Mr. Joe D. Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Lane
Miss Sharon S. Langford
Mr. Harry Leonard & 
   Mrs. Patricia Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. Don Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin R. Liska
Miss Gina Long
Mrs. Jeannette C. Lynn
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lynn*
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Lynn
Mr. Peter Magura
Mr. & Mrs. Brian K. Mang
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Manning
Colonel & Mrs. Jim Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Matheney
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Maurice
Mr. David Maxwell
Mrs. Patricia McBride
Mr. Barrett McClerkin
Mr. & Mrs. Mike McGee
Dr. M. Christine Miller*
Mr. & Mrs. Mark L. Mitchell*
Colonel & Mrs. John H. Moorhead
Mrs. Natalie F. Mudd
Dr. & Mrs. Ramachandran Natarajan
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Nesmith
Mr. John R. Neves
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Olive

The College of Business Board of Trustees would like to express their sincere appreciation to all of the contributors 
who supported the college over the past year.  The donor list recognizes those who have helped the college meet 
annual operational needs, establish or increase endowments, and otherwise enhance the college.  Contributions 
include personal gifts, company gifts, gifts-in-kind, and matching donations.  We hope that all contributions made 
from June 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008, are recognized in the list.  If your name is incorrectly listed, please call 
the Business Development Office at (931) 372-3649 so that we can correct our records.  We hope the recognition of 
this list will help more alumni and friends realize how grateful we are for their generosity.

James Geer
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DONORS LIST
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Osborne
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby R. Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Parham
Dr. Mary M. Pashley & 
   Mr. E. J. Mackie
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Pittard
Mr. Lowry Powell
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Ramsey, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Rector*
Mr. J. Randall Renegar
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Rhyne
Ms. Stephanie E. Richardson
Mr. Dewayne McLerran & Mrs. 
Andrea L. Rich-McLerran
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Robson
Mrs. Cheryl G. Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Joel L. Ross
Ms. Amanda Sacchinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Billie E. Sain
Mr. & Mrs. Mark W. Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Schneider
The Honorable & Mrs. 
   Clarence Shattuck, Jr.
Mr. Richard L. Shelton
Mr. Ernie Shockley
Mr. & Mrs. Wiley G. Sloan
Mr. Al Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Smith
Mr. Bill St. John
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Stadelman
 

Mr. Carl M. Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Starnes
Mr. William Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven H. Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Stockdale
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Stone
Mr. Alan D. Strachn
Mr. & Mrs. Jerrold Swafford
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Throckmorton*
Mrs. Mary Bryant Trice
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tuggle
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Van Brink
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Venrick
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Visher
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce VonAlmen
Dr. & Mrs. Brian S. Waggoner*
Mr. Ron Wagner & 
   Mrs. Jeannie Judd Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Brian A. Walker*
Mr. Gregory L. Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Waller
Mr. & Mrs. John Edd Wampler
Mrs. Yvonne Webb*
Mr. & Mrs. Frank S. Wells, Jr.*
Mr. Thomas B. Whiteside, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Billy J. Wilhite
Mr. & Mrs. Joe A. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Williams
Miss Wanda M. Worsham
Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Wray, Jr.
Mr. Art Yevchak
Mr. Micah D. Zuercher

Business Associates
Under $100
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Alcorn
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Alexander
Dr. & Mrs. Ismet Anitsal
Mr. & Mrs. Joe S. Annis
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Arnold
Mr. David T. Ashley
Mr. & Mrs. Don B. Atkinson
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Austin
Ms. Sabrina Ayers
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ballard
Mr. Randall Barnes
Mr. & Ms. Austin K. Bateman
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Beach
Mr. Paul S. Beard
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Belcher
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Bernhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Bertolino
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Bewley
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Blackburn
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Blackshear
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Bonner
Mr. & Mrs. Winston Bowling
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Boyd, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boydston
Miss Lisa Bradney
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Brevard
Mr. Walter F. Brink
Mr. & Mrs. B. Nathan Brock
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Brown

Mr. Peter Brown
Miss Susan R. Burdette
Mr. & Mrs. Gary E. Burton
Mr. & Mrs. Rodger B. Byrd
Mr. Pat Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie W. Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy S. Cantrell
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey K. Carawan
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Carter
Miss Jennifer L. Caruthers
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Cassetty
Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Cavin
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Chaffin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Claud
Mr. & Mrs. Don W. Clifft
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher G. Cobb
Mr. Ken Coe
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Coggins
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Cook
Mr. & Mrs. John Cooley
Mr. Ken Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cooper
Mr. John Copeland, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Cortner
Miss Claire Patrice Cowan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Cowan
Miss Robin Cowan
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny R. Crain
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Cramer
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. David Culvern
Mr. Bruce E. Daggett
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie D. Darrow
Mr. & Mrs. Beau Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Ottavio De Beni
Mr. Marvin Deak
Ms. Jane Dempster
Mr. & Mrs. Allen W. Denney
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Denney
Mr. & Mrs. Shirlie D. Denson
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest J. DeWald
Mr. & Mrs. James H Dickens Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Jack B. Diehl, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Donley
Mr. & Mrs. Tom DuBose
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Duggin
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Duke
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Terry H. Dunn
Mrs. Peggy Dycus
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory L. Eaton
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Eck

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Edenfield
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy C. Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Estes
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Evans, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Ezell
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Fellman
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Flatt
Ms. Rhoda W. Flatt*
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. Franklin
Mrs. Mary Freels & 
   Mr. David Freels
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Frenzl
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Frey, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin R. Frey
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gazlay
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Gibbs
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Grace
Mr. Ross Gum
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hackett
Mr. David R. Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie H. Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Hancock
Ms. Jo Ann Hardy
Mrs. Sherry L. Harris
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Hart
Ms. Cheryl D. Harvey
Mr. Johnny Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Kory Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hashe
Miss Corinne J. Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon A. Hees*
Mr. Daniel Hees & Mrs. Judy Hees*
Dr. Joy L. Henshall
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Hensley
Mr. & Mrs. Fred L. Higdon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hinds
Ms. Carolyn W. Hitchcock
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Hitchcock
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hogue
Miss Sarah E. Holloman
Mr. & Mrs. Timmy Holloway
Dr. & Mrs. Doug Gibbons Hooper
Ms. Joy Houk-Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Jakes, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Jaynes
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan K. Jenkins

Mr. John L. Jett, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. John Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Johnson
Ms. Helen Keeney
Mr. & Mrs. Ajay K. Kharbanda
Ms. Sarah Khleif
Mr. & Mrs. Stacey Kilgore
Mr. & Mrs. Levoy Knowles
Mr. Christopher E. Konig
Dr. & Mrs. Krishna Kumar
Mr. & Mrs. Bill LaFollette
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald F. Lambert
Mr. & Mrs. John Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Cass Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff E. Lasher
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley S. Lay
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Leberman
Ms. Eve Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Legler
Drs. Joseph & Linda D. Lerner
Miss Dodi Leslie
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lewis
Ms. Lynn Lilly
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Litton
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Loftis
Mr. James E. Lowe
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan R. Loyd
Mr. & Mrs. Scott J. Luco
Mrs. Tina Luffman
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Lutz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Lyles
Mr. & Mrs. Scott L. Lytal
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy W. Mackie
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Madison
Mr. & Mrs. John Mahery
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Manley
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Brant Mason, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Massa
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Massey
Mr. Harry L. Masterson
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Masterson
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Maxey II
Mrs. Edith Farley Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. Arch McCord, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Carlie McCowan
Mr. & Mrs. Chris McCutcheon
Mrs. Hilda McDowell*

Claire Johnson congratulates the recipients of the Louis Johnson and Virginia Wilcox Johnson Scholarships
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DONORS LIST
Mr. & Mrs. Marc McKerley
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey R. McNeal
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Milligan
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Minor, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jake Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Mitchell
Dr. J. L. Mitchum
Ms. Cheryl Montgomery*
Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen R. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon T. Moore
Miss Vickie Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky L. Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Moss
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Murray
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Noonan
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Oakley
Ms. Debbie Oliver
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Palladino
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Parker
Ms. Gayle Parks
Mr. Michael B. Parks
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Parks
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Pate
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Patrick
Miss Cindy Patton
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Perry III
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd L. Petitt, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Victor E. Petrone
Mr. Daryl D. Phillips & 
   Dr. Gayle S. Phillips
Dr. & Mrs. Gary C. Pickett*
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poe
Mr. & Mrs. Shaun C. Potter
Mr. & Mrs. Earl M. Potter
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Powell
Ms. Gloria Powers*
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald R. Prichard
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Pruett
Mr. & Mrs. David Pullins
Mr. Khaliq Qayumi & 
   Dr. Maleka Qayumi
Mr. & Mrs. M. Brandon Rahrer
Mr. Michael D. Randles
Mr. Cliff Ray
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ray
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Ray
Mr. & Mrs. Mick Reese
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd W. Rhea
Mrs. Saundra Richey
Ms. Anita S. Ridley

Mr. Thomas Rifenbury
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Rivenbark
Mr. Randy E. Roberson
Mr. & Mrs. Roger H. Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Shannon Rodgers
Mrs. Kathy Ryder
Mr. & Mrs. John Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Schick
Ms. Wendy Schmidt
Mr. Steven W. Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. John Scoble, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Scoggins
Mr. & Mrs. Jason C. Scott
Mr. & Mrs. David Sells
Mr. Jim D. Sells
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sergio
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sharpe
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence E. Shattuck III
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Simerly
Mr. & Mrs. Brad A. Simmons
Mrs. Gwen Simms
Mrs. Gloria Smiddy
Mrs. Charla Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. & Mrs. G. Randall Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Smithers
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Sparkman
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Spray
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. Stagnolia
Mr. & Mrs. Eric R. Stamps
Miss Jessica Stamps
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Stanton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gary K. Stapleton
Mr. Steve Stefaniak
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Stephens
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony M. Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph C. Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Sullivan
Dr. G.A. Swanson
Miss Laurie Lea Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Sykes
Mr. Wendell W. Tabb
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Tedder
Mr. & Mrs. Mervin Testerman*
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Thomas
Ms. Melanie E. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Thompson
Miss Martha L. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Steve E. Thompson
Ms. Micah E. Tino

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Trussell
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Tucker III
Ms. Krystal Usrey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. VanHook
Mr. & Mrs. Mark K. Vaughan
Mr. Greg Vinson
Drs. Angelo & Jennette Volpe
Mrs. Deborah C. Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Walls
Mr. Everett G. Warren
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wells
Mr. Rob Pace & 
   Mrs. Velera West-Pace
Mr. & Mrs. David M. White
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Whited
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phil Wilbourn
Mr. & Mrs. Nicolas E. Wilcox
Mr. Steve Wilkerson
Dr. & Mrs. Craig W. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin E. Willis
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Wilmoth

Corporate Associates
Accenture Foundation Inc.
College of Business/Faculty 
   Flower Fund*
Construction Control Corporation
Crowe Chizek and Company LLC
Cummins Business Services
Cummins Inc.
First Tennessee Bank
Foundation For The Carolinas
Herald Citizen
House of Thai
Institutional Wholesale 
   Company Inc.
KPMG Foundation
Kraft CPAs PLLC
Micro Metals Inc.*
Sam’s Club Foundation
State of Tennessee - Tennessee 
Arts Commission
SunTrust Bank Atlanta
Synergistics Farms
TTU President/Faculty/Admi 
   Flower Fund*
Upper Cumberland S.H.R.M. Chapter
Wal-Mart Foundation 

*Gifts to an endowment account
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The College of Business would like to dedicate this Year in Review to two long-time friends of the College of Business who recently passed away.

Mrs. Virginia Wilcox Johnson taught business communications for many years at Tennessee Tech.  Mrs. Johnson was a 1999 recipient of the TTU 
Outstanding Service Award.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Dean Louis Johnson.  The Johnsons were life-long supporters of the 
College and helped to establish two scholarships to assist worthy students major in business at TTU. 

Mr. Johnny Hayes, a 1962 Tennessee Tech graduate, was a long-time supporter of the College of Business.  Mr. Hayes was named the 1999 
Outstanding Alumnus by Tennessee Tech and was the 1992 recipient of the College of Business Outstanding Business Leadership Award.  While a 
Director of TVA, he was the impetus behind the TVA Investment Challenge; a program that allows students to manage investment portfolios.  He is 
survived by his wife, Mary Howard Reese Hayes.
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