4920 Senior Capstone
(2012)
Prerequisite:  Senior standing.  This course is normally taken during the last semester before graduation.  Exceptions must be approved by the chair of the Department of Foreign Languages.

Course description:  Students will work individually, under the guidance of a faculty member, to create a portfolio and prepare a presentation to faculty and other students.  In this course, students will enhance and demonstrate their cultural literacy, knowledge, and skills in the target language, integrating the three modes of communication: interpretive (listening and reading), presentational (speaking and writing), and interpersonal (listening, speaking, reading, and writing).  Students’ achievements will reflect a level of competency comparable to the Tennessee knowledge and skills goals as described below.  This course is required for all majors.

Materials:   Materials include, but are not limited to: news broadcasts in the target language (through TTU satellite, internet, etc.); periodicals in the library and on-line; other on-line materials, as well as texts or books available in the Angelo and Jennette Volpe Library and the Language Learning Center Library (South Hall 205)

Course Requirements:  Each student will prepare materials and engage in a series of activities to improve proficiency in the receptive and the expressive skills listed above.  These assignments are the following:

1. Five oral presentations of five minutes each in the target language related to the target culture as follows:

a. Explain how to do something or make something. 

b. Tell a story using past tenses.

c. Talk about a hypothetical situation including, “What I would do if . . . “  and “What I would have done if . . .” 

d. Explain and comment on two broadcasts that you listened to in the target language.

e. Explain and comment on two written news stories from an on-line journal or print media.

2. Five well-written analytical papers on literary or cultural texts.  These texts must be written at the syntactical and lexical level of native speakers of the target language and must be related to the target culture. Students will use these papers to explore possible topics for their final paper. The papers will be 1 ½ -2 pages in length using style appropriate to the student’s content area: MLA, APA, Chicago, or other.  

3. A final project research-based paper on a topic approved by the instructor after the student has submitted a prospectus.  This paper should be 10-15 pages double-spaced, font size 12, using style appropriate to the student’s content area: MLA, APA, Chicago, or other.

4. An oral presentation for faculty and students based on the written paper.  This presentation should be 15-20 minutes long and will be followed by a question and answer session.

5. A self-reflective essay addressing current weaknesses, strengths, and progress made during their program of study. Students’ portfolios as well as other work will serve as the basis for the essay.

Assessment:  The student will work closely with the assigned faculty member, who will provide feedback to the student and instruction/help in problem areas and assign grades.  The Department of Foreign Languages faculty will provide input on the oral presentation using an agreed-upon rubric.   

Knowledge and Skills Goals for Modern Foreign Language Programs

(based on the Tennessee Skills and Goals Requirements) 
Speaking:

1. Satisfy the requirements of everyday situations and routine school and work requirements.

2. Handle with confidence complicated tasks and social situations, such as elaborating, complaining, and apologizing.

3. Narrate and describe with some detail, using appropriate transitional devices.

4. Communicate facts and talk casually about topics of current public interest using general vocabulary. 

5. Use circumlocution successfully when faced with vocabulary or syntactic limitations and use communicative strategies such as pause fillers, stalling devices, and different rates of speech.

6. Communicate effectively with native speakers. 

7. Read aloud with correct pronunciation and phrasing and indicate an understanding of what is being read aloud. 

Listening:

1. Understand main ideas and most details of connected discourse on a variety of topics beyond the immediacy of the situation. 

2. Understand description and narration in different time frames.

3. Understand interviews, short lectures on familiar topics, and news items and reports dealing with factual information. 

4. Listen to a passage read aloud and extract the main idea. 

5. Comprehend sound discriminations aurally.

Reading:

1. Follow essential points of written discourse in areas of special interest and knowledge. 

2. Understand parts of texts which are conceptually abstract and linguistically complex and texts which treat unfamiliar topics and situations. 

3. Comprehend the facts to make the appropriate inferences.

Writing:

1. Write social correspondence or grammatically correct prose of moderate difficulty and link sentences in simple discourse of at least several paragraphs in length on familiar topics.

2. Write narratives and descriptions, both creative and factual, drawing from personal experience, readings, and other verbal or non-verbal stimuli.

Language Analysis:

1. Know the nature of language and the significance of language changes and variations which occur across time and place and social classes.

2. Know the phonological, morphological, syntactical, and lexical components of the target language. 

3. Know how communication (conversational strategies and types of discourse) occurs / occurred in real life. 

