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The Newsletter of the Deportment
of Music ond Art of Tennessee
Tec h nologi co I U n ive rsity

From the Chair(Past and Present)

ree tings from rhe Depanme nt of Music and Arr. This

rcirdemic yrlr promises to be one of great accomplishmcnt
'['hc 

dcpartment wclconres rhe hrgrst freshman class in recenr

yelrs, with ovcr ninery incoming studcnts.'[wo new options join

curricu[r in music educltion, rnLrsic therrpl, jazz studics.

instrunrcntal perfornlncc, ;Lnd pirrno performanc,: to make
'Ie'nncssce 

lich one olthc most conrprehensive schools ofmusic

in rhr SoLrtheiLst.
'fhis 

is mv finrl cohrmn rs chair for the depanmcnt [Jull

1999]. I hrvc misscd bLrng in thc chssroom and nrr request lo,

ln insrructionll lssignmcnr wls gnnred. k has bcen :r privilttr

,rnd un honor ro lel,l this outstandine group officultv rnd

srutlrnts firr thr p.rst livc yerrs, Dcspitr the nrosr difilcuit o1'

fin:rnciel tinres firr thc univcrsirl thc depanment hrs secn

numcrr)us successcs. I his is onlv possiblc becrusc ol rhe

professionrlisrn and drdicltion of rhc f.icultv, sr,rtl, ;rnd studcnts,
'I'enncssce 

Tech is ln extnordinarv university, with e commitmtnt

ttr qullitv educ'ui,ln lnd l strong trudition ofsLrpporting rhc :rns.

I kxrk iorward to a irntasric year aheld, rnd to a great iuture fbr

music lnd art :rt'l enncxcc Tiech.

Cr> D*.{&*

I  
r  lour ncw ycar htginr. many nrw heginningr,rrc hlppening

,{ Lr lrnnes'ceTcch, a, well .  Vc h.ruc orrr le" memhcr (Dr

Brahmstedr), two m0re (jeanne Brady, an; Janrcs Spinazzola,

musrc), and two ncw degree options within the Music

Performance dcgrec (Voice and Conrposition). This brinrs up a

ncw ticr ofchallenges for thc Deparrnrent, iLbounding with a nrw

choral cnse mblc (Vomcn's Glec), r healthy scramblc of nightly

conccrrs, and a continuous flow of:ut cxhibirs.
'l'he 

art ficulry's prcsence is being seen in cxhrbits around the

region, stetc, lnd n:rt ion. ' fhe music f ;rcultv is bLrsr,pcrfbrming in

town lncl out, on st,rgc, and in public schools.

Many dedicarcd pnrfcsionrls on this faculty, firr whom I heve

a grcirt respcct, orchcstrutctl rhc lcsisllted firnding 0[thc

App,r l .r ,  hi ,rn ( rntcr f i rr  ( .raitr .  I  anrir iprtc rrr rvrr. in.relsinq

trnprct on educrtion rnd anistrv lronr this facultv in the Upper

(,umtrerhnd for ycers to come.

ft) P.fu



JcflnemitrfrMBINIis already hard at
work as assistant

professor of fibers at

the Appalachian Center

for Crafts. Born in San

Diego, she received her

BFA in Printmaking

and Drawing in 1977

rnd her MFA in

Surlace and Textile

Design in 1996, both From East

Carolina Universiry. "Much of the

textile work I do involves manipulating

fabrics and dyes to symbolically spe* of

my enjoyment and deepening respect for

the natural world in a personal quest to

explore the spiritual interrelationship of

people and the landscape they live in.

My primarv love is the North American

landscape. Most o[my work, is inspired

by observations made of the places I live,

and while hikine, camping, and rock

cl imbing in various environs. What I

now know as'wilderness' ] wish to

eventually know as Home." Jeanne
comes to'f'f U from Appalachi:rn State

University in Boone, North Carol ina,

:j;ff]'. 
taught fibcrs and design

1'he University welcomed Mr. Jiltths

Ww0la rhis fall as its new Associate

f)irector ofBands and

Sa-rophone Professor.

Jan.res's responsib ilities

wil l  include direct ing

the Golden Eagle

Marching Band and

the Concert Band, and

saxophone studio. Prof. Spinazolla holds

the Master of Music degree in wind

conducting fron.r the Universiry oF

Colorado, and a Bachelor of futs degree

in music education lrom Duquesne

Universiry in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Prior to arriving at TTU, James taught as

a graduate assistant at rhe Universiry of

Colorado, and was a director ofbands at

the high school level. He has also served

on the adjunct faculry of West Virginia

Universiry. An active saxophone

performer. he has appeared in a variery

ofvenues throughout the country.

Howard Brahmstedt Retires
Horvard Brahmstedt, music history, retired in

December, 1998 from his full-time position at

lo" soy"
])

Tennessee Tcch University. In

addition to performing,

teaching, and doing f ield

research in (.hina each ycar since

I 992, he has worked there thc

last two yc:rrs in cultural

exchlngc projects with musicians

from L,uropc and Austrelia. Last

spring hc also perlormecl in

trumpet ensembles for r concert

at the lntcrnarional 
' l i 'urnpct ( lui ld Ctrnference

at the University of Kentucky.

Dr. Ilrahmstcdt came to'Icnncssee 
'lbch 

in

1969 as l trofcssor of 
' l iumpet 

and Music History

and LiterarLrrc and perf irrrncd in the' l" l 'U Brass

Quintct,  the Bryan Synrphony Orchestra (BSO),

presented biennial solo trumpet recitals, and

coached student groups. For the next few years,

Dr. Brahmstedt has a special post-

retircment agreement with TTU to

continue performine with the BSO and

to teach rwo courses each fall, including a

Vorld lv{usic and Culture class.

In addit ion to continued prolessionrl

endeauors, Howard and his wile Pat plan

to spend more t ime visi t ing thcir threc

childrcn and two grandchilclren in

Minneapolis and Vashington statc. Hc

Itxrks lorward to having morc t ime to pursuc his

ourdoor passions of downhil l  ski ing, long distance

running, and mountain hiking. He always cnjovs

hcaring fronr' l  
' l 'U 

alumni hc hrrs rvorked with

ovcr the last .10 years, end rvishcs them h:rPPincss

and succcss with their jobs and lamil ies.

Project Sing! Research
r r luroup formeo

A research group to study the development of

musicianship in public school classrooms has

been lorrned by Upper Cumberland music

specialists. The group is building on an eight-

year model Project Sing! developed by the group

and coordinated by Profs. Mitzi Groom and

Linda Ferreira, the Tennessee Arts Cornmission,

and a'Il'U srant. The research group uses

TTU Thumpet and Thombone Arrangements
Performed at National Convention

'I'hree 
arrangcrncnts fbr the 

-llch 
Trumpet

and' l ionrbone Flnsenrble rvcrc perfornrct l  at the

Nltionrrl 
-Iru 

nrpet (ionr pct i tion i n Wrrsh i n gton,

D.C., in Mrrch. Thc cvcnt is the larg(:st

trumpet compcti t ion in thc world. Tl 'U

trumpct l lur.nnus Jcrcrny Mart in's errangcme nts

of John Wil l i rms scorcs ro rhe f i lms "SLrpcr-

Thkolas Ti"io Premiers Song
Cycle by Gregg Smith

' l 'he' l ikolas 
Ti io, with soprano Linda

Ferreira, clarinct ist [)an Hearn, and pianist

Catherinc ( lodes, in Janurry premie rccl "Fal le n

Angels' ,  a song cycle writ ten for thc Trio. The

cycle is based on texts by poct Kim Rich.

Composer Gregg Smith is conductor of the

Gregg Smith Singers in New York Ciry

man" lr-rd "Saving Privl te Ry:rn", along with

rr lurnnus W:ryn. '  Robbins' transcript ion of
"Sunrisc f ionr 

- l 'hus 
Spakc Zarrrrhustn" bv

Richard Strauss wcre perfornrccl by leading

trumpeters frorn across thc U.S. in a conce rt

with the Mlsterworks ( lhorus lnd Orchcstre.

pcrlormlnce projects that cncourage the

do'elopment of singing ski l l  :r t  rn early agc in

thc cLrssroonr and wil l  incorporlte rc:rc.hing

ideas that relirtc to the National Standards fbr

rnusic educ:rtion. Thc group presentecl a

scssion at the 1999 TMEA In-Service

Conf'erence in Nashville.

I

Bachelor of Music in
Performance Degree now
includes Composition

Beginning this [all, the Bachelor of Music

degree in Composition is offerecl xs an option

within the perlormance area. Prospective

students should be prepared to provide

examples of prcvious eFForts in composit ion

such as short works and/or arrangements.

I-onger compositions are helpful, but are not

necessary. For rnorc inlormation, contlct

composition Pro[ Robert Jager ar (931) 372-

3625, or email: rjager@tntech.edu



lPa Capo 3
Charles Decker, trumpet, has 

'lii-Lakes 
Festival Band. "Dialogues

Following eye surgery in 1998,

Frederick Kennedy, tenor, was back

teaching full time last semester. In

the spring, he gave recitals at

Cumberland College in Kentucky,

at the University of California-

chaperones, totalled 115- the

largest yet. In other activiry ProL

Pegram was an adjudicator for

mrrching lesr ivals and competit  ions

including the Upper Cumberland

Invitational (music alumnus Steve

Tinnel in charge), the Colt Classic

in Nashville, and FiestaVal in

Pigeon Forgc, Gatlinburg, and

Atlanta. Dr. Pegram has

completed commissioned works for

the Mastersingers (Cookeville's

communiry chorus), for the

E.I.S.8.&O.A., and lor Neil  Kjos

Music Publishing. Hc st i l l  sings and

irrranges for the Mastersingers and

St. Michael's F)piscopal Church

choir.  and plays r ide tenor in the

Big Band Sound, a regional drnce

band,  wh ich  inc ludes  many ' l " l 'U

l lumni .

Carol Ventura, . l rr  hisr"ry,

taught at several confercnces,

including:
"( lhain Link'99," fbr the ( lrochet

( lui ld of Amcrica, in Scatt lc, wne re

she gave tapestry crochct work-

shops, August 2l -22, 1999 ;
" Rcflcctions end Projcctions," lbr

rhc Mit lwcsr W,'. tv, ' rr  Associ i t t ion

in Indiana, whcrc shc prcscnted

lwo trp(stry crochct workshops irr

July; rnd "Southeast Fiber Forum
'99," 

in Jackson, Mississippi,  a rwo-

day backstrap weaving workshop,

Mty 22-23, 1999.

I Beth Whitaker, a music

education major, was selccted to

perlorm with the Monterrey

Symphony in Nuevo Leon,

Mex ico ,  th is  pasr  s r rmmer  lo r  i rs

nine-week summer season as

principal flute. And she had only

just completed her sophomore

year at TTU! Beth performed with

many different international

conductors and musicians. "The

challenge was to enter a dif lerenr

culture where I didn't speak the

In April, Michael Clark,

Director of Music Therapv, served

as the Southcastcrn Regionirl
(irordinator lor the AMTA

National Satellite Broadcast: "Music

and Mcdicine." Mr. Clark is

involved in several ongoing projecrs

involving the \X/orld Wide Veb.

Thc  ( ' l i n ic . r l ' l i : r in ing  I  n fo rmrr  io r r

Drtrhrse (C l  ID). hosrc. l  hv
'[bnnessee'l'ech, 

a searchablc

database ofmusic thcrapy intern-

ship sites ut i l iz.ed bv music therapy

\ tu ( l (n ts  l l l  ovcr  th t  U .  \ . ,  i r  in  i r .

f i f ih yerr of operation. I ' roL Clark

scrvcs as wcbmeste r fbr thc AM'lA

Southeastern Region rrnd lor thc

[)cpartment of Music ancl Art. Tlr

reach him via thc r,vcb, usc one of

thcsc adclrcsscs:

rnclark(Dtntech.cdu, or http:/

www. tn tcch.cclu/www/rrcld/ m us ic/

thcrapv/

' l 'hc ( lumbcrland Quintet: Roger

Martin, flute; Villiam Voodworth,

obue; Dan Hearn, clerinct; lnd

James Lotz, bassoon; pcrlorrncd thc

world prcmicrc of hornist Greg

Danner's "Mary's [-ittlc l.amb-

I l lustrat ing Music and f lmotion for

Young Audienccs" to grcirt succcss at

perf irrmance for the National lr lute
(lonvcntion in Atlanta in August.

Greg Danner, professor of

theory/composition, presentcd a

paper entitled "Approaches for

Integr:rt ing Non-Wcstcrrr Music in

thc Collcgc Music Theory
(lurr iculum" at the Southern

Chapter meeting of the College

Music Society. His "Vaudevillc", lor

wind <1uintet, was perlormed by the

University of Central Florida laculry

quintet at the confiercnce. l)anner

served as resident composer and

adjudicator lor the Southeast

Missouri Music Academy in

April.

as a consultant with severll ncw

str ing programs in the statc.

"l L)ream ofPeacc", by composer

Robert Jager, a work lor childrent

chorus and orchestra, rcceived

perlormances this past scason by

the Bryan Symphony Orchestra

with the Cumberland Childrens

Chor t rs  a t  TTU,  thc  V i rg in ia

Symphony rnd Virginia Childrent

Choir in Norfolk, and at the

Astoria Music Festival in Oregon.

The work was also leaturcd at the

national convention of the

American Choral Directors

Association in Chicago in February.

Three compositions by Jager
received premieres during 1999.

"Joan of Arc" was commissioned by

the Tii-Lakes Band Directors

Association and premiered by the

l-ong Beach, and at Fisk Unive rsrty

in Nashville. ProL Kennedy made

his I tal ian singing dcbut at the

OperaEstate Festival this past

summcr in Rome in the role of

Camille in Lchar's "The Merry

Widow" He also participated in

concerts of Broadway excerpts in

both Rome and Levanto, Italy lor

the festival. As part ofthe

international laculry Kennedy was

one of the voice teachers for the

students who participated in the

month-long event.

'W'ayne 
Pegram, music

education, led the 1999 Tennessee

Ambassadors of Music on a

summer tour to London, Parrs,

Montreux, Innsbruck, and

Rothenberg. The Ambassadors

band and a choir, TTU alumni and

been appointed to the Borrd of lor rwo Pianos" was premiered in

Directors lor the National Trumpet March by Herman and Catherine

Competit ion, held annually in Godes of the Tech faculry who
'Washington, 

D.C. In March, he commissioned the work. "Shindig"

was a jury member lor the 1999 was premiered by the Lawrence

competition wherc hc performed County High School Band.

with colleagues lrom throughout

the  U.  S .

Articles by Francis Elliott, violin,

are to be publishcd in the Tcnnessee

Musician on issues of str ing

pedagogy. He has also been actrve

Members of the new TTU Horn Club are Dictured in lront of the School of Music at

Louisiana State University after their performance al the Soulheast Horn Workshop in

March. From lett to right are: Kathy Kotf, President Chris Dollar, Ben Beagh, Melissa

Guimaries, Justin Hageman, Megan Taliaferro, Staci Weber, and Stuarl Womble.



4
hnguage and pick up rhe lead lor

m),section with new nrusic, a new

conrluctor, and only have four davs ]

to get ready lor the first concert,"

sl-rc commented. Beth is from

Cievcland, Tennessee.

l'livo horn students acheived

.spt 'cial honors over the summcr of

l t)99. Stuart Vomble of
' i 'homasvi l le, 

Georgia, wls onc of

foLrr intcrnational f inal ists in a

orchestral mock aLrdit ion in May at

thc  l r r tc r r ta t ion l l  Horn  Soc icn

, r r r t r tu l  \ /o rkshop , r r  thc  Un iv r rs i r l

ol 'Gcorgia. And at the Kendall

Bctts Horn Camp in New

Harlpshire in Junc, Justin
Hageman of Rogersville wrs nlrnccl

N' lost Outstandine ( lol lcgiate

p:rrt icipant from lnrong 20

intcrnetionrr l  studcnts in atterr-

t l l tncc.

l l ' rof.  Lincl.r Ferrcirrr,  sopl lno,

ttrok students to Ncw Y<rrk Oity

drrr ing thc I 999 f; l l  brerk to attend

opcra pcrfbrnrances, visi t  art

gal lcr ics and takc part in ir  vocrl

ntrrstcrclass tauuht lry F]lclnor
( l lark.

l  l 'he-l ' - f  U l ' rumpe t L.nse mblc,

dirccted by Charlcs Dcckcr, was thc

winner of the col lege trumpct

e nsemble division of thc 
' lbnnessec

'[ iumpet ( irrnpeti t ion in January.
Also in January, junior Bryan Crisp

roured Florida with the professional

cnsrnrble King's llr;rss, and also

played thcir rwo-month sumnlcr

t , ru r  o f  rhe  E: ls t r ' r r r  U .S.  Jun io rs
Doug Clark, Bryan Crisp, and

Shane Joyce were cornct soloists in

\ i lal ter Smithls " ' l 'hrce Kings" wirh

rhc-t '- f  U Svnrphcrny [] .rncl lbr thc

I:csrir .r l  t ,1-\)Uin. l  .rrr. l  l ' . r .urr ion irr

Fcbruary ,  1999.  Thc2000

I i ' t t t t , s r . .  l i r r r r r P r t  ( - o n r p c t i t i , r r r

rncl l iumpet Senrinar rvi l l  bc held

t r r . l . tn r r l r r .  F i l r  n l ( ) r (  in l t l rm: t t i , rn

go to its special u,ebsite

rvww. tntcch.edu/rvww/ac:rd/music/

rn i ln le t / t rc f  rge  .h r r r r l .  I -o r '

inf i>rmation on irnnual trunpet

studio activi t ics one can visi t  thc

rvebsite www. tntech.edu/www/

acadi music/trumpct/trumpet.html.

r?ffi
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D. L1'nnwood Belvin

belvin.@edge.ne t

Lynnwood reccived the

doctorate from UT-Knor-ville in

Educational Technology &

Instructional l)esign and has spent

the past five years as Ti.rllahoma

Ciry School\ Director ofTechnol-

ogy. He recently accepted a

posit ion as Director of Educational

Tbchnology and Asst. Profissor at

Berry College in Mount Berry,

Crorgia srrrt ing in July. Hc wrircs,

"l still have opportunities to play

and am looking lorward to

nroving, in that Romc has an

orchcstra antl nunrelous other

musical opportunit ics."

-7p
Jim Tipps

J'l'ipps@Wrigh t. [,du
Associate profbssor and

Coordin:rtor of lv{usic Education at

\Tright State Universiry in

Dayton, Ohio, where he teaches

conducting. mcthods classes.

graduate research and conducts

choral ensembles. He also scrves

as state advisor to the Collegiatc

Music Educators Associarion lnd

on the editorial board of

Contributions to Music Hduca-

tion. Jim receivcd the doctorate

from Florida Statc in Choral

Music F,ducrt ion in 1992.
"l very much appreciatcd thc

sol id loundation I rcccived ar
'lbchM.ove 

to hear lrom old

f i iends."

-mm
Kelley Lane

Kelley is in his clcvcnth ye:rr in

the Floyd (iounry School Systern

and his fourth year as the L)irector

of Bands at Coosa Middle School

in Rorrrc, Georgia. In 1997,

L-oosa Middle School was one of

three middle schools in the srarc

to be named as a National Blue

Ribbon School of l,xcellence.

Kelley is also a certified piano

tuner/technician and operates his

own piano servicing business. He

has a 10-year-old son named

Andrew and a 6-year-old

daughter named Sarah.

!€$*
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Rod M. Chesnutt

Started work on July I as

l) irector of the Famous Maroon

thnd rrt lr4ississippi State

Univcrsirr l tod has held sinri lar

posit ions at the University of.

Nebraska and Florida State

Urrivcrsity.

s#$w
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David L. Esleck

de sleck(4aol.corl

ILcccived the D.M.A. frorl rne
(.athol i .  Universiry in Veshing-

ton, D.C. in May. His son, Boyd,

agc 4, crlls David "doctor

Daddy" alreadyl

Some of the TTU tuba and euphonium graduates who were in attendance at the 1998 lnternational Tuba/
Euphonium Conference last June at the University of Minnesota are pictured there with tuba/euphonium
professor R. Winston Morris. They are (l-r): Charles McAdams (1980, now a professor at Central Missouri
State University), Mike Dunn (1983, a protessor at the University otAlabama), Richard Perry (1987, on the
laculty at Montevallo University), Tim Northcut (1983, professor at the University ot Cincinnati College-
Conservatory ol Music), Morris, Joe Murphy (1986, a faculty member at Cumberland University), and Lloyd
Bone (1995, who recently completed a masters degree from Cincinnati).



Katie (Braun) Pennell
jmp@fuse.net

Graduared from Miami

Universiry in May wirh a Masrers

in fiducarion Degree, in Educa-

tional Leadership. "i evcn enjoyed

ptrrsuing the degreel I teach at an

intermediate school (grades 5-6)
in lairfield, Ohio and am rlso

assist:rnr band director rvith the

l-r ir f ield High School l \ l : rrching

lland. Hope ro hear fionr .some

1982 a lumniJ"  She and hushand

John hrvc wo daughters, C.ynrhirr

ancl Melissa.

-mm
Kim (Ballard) Duggins

Had hcr sccond chi ld, Andrew,

on L,aster Sunchyl

Carol Frierson-Campbell

Rer t rml r r t 'nJcJ  h)  rhc  r r r r r r i .

cducation lLculty at thc F-,astrrurn

School f trr l  [)u[)ont l)re,docroral

Fcl lowship ar Swccr Briar ( iol lcgc

in Sweet l l r iar, Virginia. ( larol is
w<rrking towerd rhe l 'hl).  in

nrusic edtrclr ion at F.astrnan. " l 've

bcen nrurc active than usual as a
hornist. l.asr December, I

perforrned with thc Cornell (NYl

and played Mozarr's Third Horn
(loncerro in Maywith rhcYouth

Orchestra of the Sourhern Finger

I-akes."

Alicia (Brahmstedt) Mueller

Al icia and husbancl Kurt are

cclcbrating the f irst birthday of
J . rL rg l r re r  N ico lc  M: r r i r .  A l i . i . r  i s

assistant prol issor of rnusic at
\ ( , rsh ing ton  Sr r r rc  Un i r  c rs i tv  i r r

I tul lnran.

-mffi
Kelly Fulks
e-rnail: kellyf@lS.hhsys.org

Now working as an inrraner
application programmer and web

administrator for Huntsville

Hospiral System. Jackie (Nursing
'87), 

Srephen, and I added

Rebecca Ann ro our family on

October 30, 1998.

Sabra (Stubbs) Park

e-mail: HealthAssc@aol.cc, rn

Vicc PresiJerrr of C)perarions,

Health Associatc.s, lnc. N4arried

to Rogcr Park, rhrce sons Hunter,

Houstorr. .rrrd H:rdcn. Masrers in

Psvchologl, UTCha ttanooga,

1998. " l  feel I  owc most of my

success in l i fe to Dan Hearnt
' l 'heoryVI 

class. I  knew if  I

passcd th r r ,  I  cou l t l . lo  rnyrh i r rq
(A joke! My classmatcs considered

me'( lerman (rth chal lcngcd').  I

would love to set c-mail from

fel low alumni.. .
" l) :r  ( iapo is ,r lwey. .r  srrprisc.

since I secm to ger one about

evcry I 7- 23 nronths and cani

f igure out when nry ncxt one wil l

surfacc. Hmm, musr be published

by someone who likes to conposc

in 5/4 r ime, maybe?" [No, but I
dont always know when rve'll

publ ish eitherl  Wc just publ ish as
olten as we can. Ed.]

Dawn (Striker) Allan

e-mail : dsrriker@)p ri mary. ncr

Ti'an.sferred lrom the Air Force

Band of the Wesr ar Lackland

AFB in 1996 and currently

playins oboe/english horn (and

occasional lv singing) with rhc Air

Force Band of Mid-America ar

Scott AFB. I l l inois. Married in 
'9(r

to' Ibdd Al lan. Dawn and' lbdd

l ive in Bcl levi l le, l l l inois. Dawn

was the fearured soloist in the
'fTU 

Symphony Band's appear-

:rncc ar rhe Tcrrnessee Musie

Educator's Association annual In-

Servicc Confbrence in Nashville in

April. Prol. Joseph Hermann

conducted Dawn and the band in

the "Concerto for Oboe and

Winds" by 1975 music education
alumnus Aldo Rafael Forte.

-mm
Amy (Deyton) \filliams

e-mail: awilliams@giles-

lea.gi les.k I  2.tn.us
"After reirding the last Da Capo,

.Stcvc (Mu.it  Ed. 
'87) 

rnd I

realized horv we look lorward ro

hearing abour TLch and our old

lriends. Stcve:rnd I have been

married lor 12 years. I finished

my MA in Curriculum and

Ins t ruc t ion . r rT- l 'U  in  l99 l  and

Stcvc and I rcach in Pulaski.  We

have rwo wondcrful chi ldrcrr,

Emilee ( larol ine who is 7 and

Benjemin Deyon, 3. We would

be glecl to hear from old Fricnds."

-mm
David G. Boggs

Formerly director of bands ar

Rolling Meadows (lll.) High

School, where he coordinared

activities of rhe marching band

and served as Executive Director

of rhe Jazz, in the Meadows

F'estival, David is now director of

the McKendree College (Ill.)

Marching Bearcars.

-$8
Lauren (Diehl) Burton

e-mail :

lburton@isd38 I .k1 2.mn.us
'After 

graduation, I  worked in

Nashville lor a lew years as a

music thcrapist, wenr back ro

school fbr an M.Ed. in special

education at Peabody Colleee,

Vanderbilt, and moved to my

husband's home town of Knife

Riveg Minnesota. I am in my

second year of reaching in special

education in Tho Harbors, Minn.

\?e have wo children, Emma, and

Isaac. I am a member of the

Arrowhead Chorale, a proFessional

choral ensemble in Duluth
(Minn.). Last December, I

released a recording ofeclecric

lullabies called'Songs for

IJedtime.' I am now completely

acc l imared ro  thc  a rc r ic  a i r  in

northern Minnesota, where the
summers never pass 70 degrees

and the winters lrequently reach

20 belorv zero. I do rniss the lush

springtinre in lennessee, while we

endurc the cold rains and late

.slrowstonll.s in Aprill"

rffi{
wa

Joseph Skillen

Professional-in-Residence ar
L , ru is iana Srare  Un ivers i ry  in

Baton Rouge, was the subject ofa

three-page irrterview in the

\X/inter, 1999, 
' I  

UBA Journal.
Said Joe, "l chose to artend

Tennessce Tech rather than some

other, more'high-powered'

schools because R. Winstort

Morris took an inreresr in rne and

knew me as a high school student.

I wanted to study music educa-

tion, and felt that'I'TU was a

good place lor me to gain

knowledge and experience as a

luture student."

's$
Susan (Ross) Rimmer

Susan and Joe, ofDandridge,
'fennessee, 

are celebrating the

birth of their second son, James
Arthur Rimrner (Jay), born June
22, 1999. Jav was 5 lbs., 15.5 oz.,

and 19.75 inches long.

-m&
Kevin Fletcher

e-mail:

kfl etcher@wyatt.edisonpro.ject.com

Music Specialisr ar W'yatr



Edison Charter School in Denver

Colorado. Kevin has already

established a children's choir ar

\l'yatt Edison School and is the

assistant director ofYoung Voices

of Colorado Children's Choir. He

is singing with the St. Martin's

Chamber Choir, a professional

choir in Denver.

'$s
Shelby Lewis

An adjunct faculq, member.at

Motlow State (TN) Community

College. He was an adjudicator

and perfbrmer for the Tennessee

Ti'umpet Comperition and

Seminar in January, 1999.

'0s
\fayne Robbins

I)MA candidete i tr  trumpcr

pcrfcrrmance l t  the Llniversiry of
'Icxas 

at Austin, was ln ld judica-

tor and pe rforrner lor the

I ettrrcsscc Trrrnrpt t  ( iorrrpeti t ion

rnd Scminar in January, 1999.

l{ is tr lnscript ion of "Sunrise from
'l'hus 

Spake Zarathustra" by

Richard Strauss was performed at

the National 
' frumper 

C<,,mpcti-

t ion in Washington, D.C., rn

March, 1999.

'$7
Stephen Collins
swcollins@UKANS.EDU

Has completed the M.M. in
trutnpet perFormance ar the
Universiry of Kansas in Map
1999. InJune 1999, Stephen and
wife Melody celebrated their first
wedding anniversary. This fall, he
begins his second season with the
St. Joseph (MO) Symphony, and
will begin playing with the Kansas
Ciry Civic Orchestra.

Bruce Cook

[Photo by Shawn Sidwell ol the H€rald-Citiz€n]

Rux McClain hangs one ot his paintings on the wall
Caf6 in preparation for the opening of his February

ffil
at the Magic Bean L
exhibition. l

lwo alumni have been acrrve

on a global scale recently and wc

are particularly proud of therr

acco mplishmenr.s.

Blanton AJspaugh (music

education, 1981) is now an

independent recording producer/

engineer. Recent projects include

national broadcast series for LA

Philharmonic, concert recordings

for Ncw York Philharmonic, Cl)

releases with Houston Grand

Opcra, Utah Symphony, National

Svmphonl ' ,  ancl Housron

Symphony. Blanton writes, "Yeah,

. lo i r rg  r l l  r ig l r r - i rs t  pu l l ing

c,ne gig aficr arrother-you ktrow

the freclancc dri l l .  I  wi l l  he [ in
V,rshingtonl for an extended

period irr N' luvfunc [19')9] doing

a ( lhristrnas ( lD with Chorel Arts

Socicty, and two CDs wirh thc

l ' . ru l  H i l l  (  h , r r , r le  ,  w i th  thc i r  ncw

conductor, I)on Mc(iul lough.

And i i l 'm lucky, sandwiched

betwccrr those gigs will bc a

Montreal Synrphonv ( lD fbr

Phil ips and somc nlore work with

the Nerv Vrrk Philharmonic. I

.spent a couplc wccks I in New

York] before (lhristmas recording

their ( lcrshwin Cclebration, rvi th

Bobby McFerri n conducti ng

Porgy and Bess, and Sylvia

McNair singing Gcrshwin songs.

" l ,eann and I are planning a

moue back to the East this fall; we

would love to return to the South,

but i t ' l l  probably bc Boston,"

Blanton writcs wistfully. He nray

be contacted at:

t2i5 I  Moorpark Srrcet #205

Studio Ciry CA 91604

e-mail :

balspaugh@earthlink. net

Craig Terry (music education,

1996) received a Masters'Degree

in Vocal Accompanying and

Chamber Music at Manhatran

School of Music as a scholarship

e-mail :  Bthoveen@aol.com.

After graduation, Bruce took a

position :tt Father Ryan High

School in Nashvi l le. 
'Af icr 

that

year, I took a position in 
-lrousdrlc

Counry as the county's elementary

music teacher, beginning,

intermediate, and high school

band director. I teach k-12. I am

still composing and arranging

music lor various ensembles.

Bruce and his wife welcorned their

second child, Aaron Brady, on

April 26.

'sB
Jeremy Martin

Band director at Shelbyville

(TN) High School, had his

arrangements for trumpets and

trombones of John Villiams' film

music "Superman" and "Saving

Private Ryan' performed by

professionals in Washington, D.C.

in lor the National Ti'umpet

Competition in March, 1999.

Rux McClain

I)aintings by Rux McClain were

on display at the Magic Bean Cafd

in Cookeville during the month of

February. McClain was the first

paint ing major to earn his

Bachelor ofFine Arts dcgree lrom
-f'l'U 

last May. McClain's new

works dcmonstrate his intcrest in

cont rol led absrracr expressionism,

where he uses a method of

layering which takes many hours

of clrying time berween each coat.

During Apri l  of 1998, McClain

was awarded Best of Show for his

painting in the student art exhibit

at the Joan Derryberry Art

Callery. The award for that honor

was the exhibit at the Magic Bean

(above).

Jesse'West
Is the new band director ar

Oakdale (TN) High School.

'8S
Karen Rigsby

Teaching her first year at
Lakeside Park Elementary School
in Hendersonville. Email:
kkrmusic@aol.com



student of W'erren Jones in Mal'.

His recent performances include a

reciral wirh s()prdno Evelyni

Hernandez at the Centro De

Bellas Artas Luis A. Ferre in San

Ju'ln, Puerto Rico ,rs we Il as

mastcrclasses in NYC with Elly

Arneling, Martin Katz, and

Sherri l l  Milncs. In October 1998,

Crl ig plavcd concerts with f lut ist

Stephanie Winkcr in a tour

beginning in Jui l l iard's Paul l{al l

and continuing in Germany:rnd

["rancc. Recent cngauemcnts

included a pcrfbrmance rvit l r

soprrno Marqrret Mack at thc

Mcr r , rpo l i t : r r r  Must 'un t  o f  Ar t  i r r

N'larch, a rccirrrl rvith soprxno

Anrel ic ' l 'cstud rrt  the Opcra

Basti l lc in l ' : rr is in Apri l ,  .rnd :r

rccital tour of Austr:r l i r  and New

, / .c : r l : r r r t l  w i t l r  Ms.  Hr r tn r t t l t z  in

Junc .
Oraig wls on the coachine strfF

of thc Ccntro Flstudi I tal iani Vocal

Program in Urbenia, I tr ly, for_f uly

rtnt l  Ausust 1999. [)urins thc

sr. lmrncr of '  l ()9U hc attcnded thc

Mt rs i .  A . : rdcnry , r f  thc  \V . : t  i r r

Srnta l l :rrbarl ,  ( lal i f i rrnir,  wnere

h.  . r r t , r r r rp . rn ic . l  . t r r . l .  n ts  , , [ '

acclaimed nrcT-zo-sopr:.rno Nhrilyn

Horne.

Vru r lr l ry c-nrai l  Oraig and his

rvifc Bcth rrt: C:rndBtoo@)eol.conr
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AlUmnirwe wanr ro sray in touch. Let us know
where you are ind what you are doing!

name

maiden name

address
street ztl-lciry

te lephone (  )

email address

Year graduated

lnformation update as of -(Date). Degree in art ed. D music ed. U

music therapy fl perFormance E

Use the spacc below to describe your recent activities (honors or promotions;

newjob or degree, publications, marriage, birth of child, etc.).

Please return this form to: Arrhur LaBar, Da Capo Editor, Department of Music and Art,

Box 5045, Tennessee Technological Universiry Cookeville TN 38505-0001 , or email

alabar@tntech.edu


