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 Out In Public by Alison 
Piepmeier  
     The terms public sphere 
and private sphere are famil-
iar within the study of gen-
der.  During the nineteenth-
century it was “understood” 
that only men served in the 
public sphere, while women 
maintained their duties 
within the private sphere of 
society. 
     Piepmeier provides an in-
depth study of five women 
who, while living during the 
nineteenth-century, navi-
gated their femaleness in 
such a way that it became 
acceptable for them to serve 
in the public sphere while 
maintaining their private 
womanhood.  
     Piepmeier writes that 
Anna Cora Mowatt, a popu-
lar stage actress, used senti-
mentalism and sensational-
ism to direct her audience 
toward admiration and ac-
ceptability of the female 
body in public. Whereas 
Mary Baker Eddy all but 
eradicated the female body 
by conflating God, Spirit, 
Love, and Mind, to create an 
erasure of the body, which 

empowered women on simi-
lar terms with men.  Next, 
the well-known campaigner 
and activist for women’s 
rights and abolition, So-
journer Truth, is featured. 
Truth associated her body 
with heroism and power 
manifested in the tall tale. 
Next in line is Ida B. Wells 
who was considered the sin-
gle most important writer to 
expose the widespread 
lynching of blacks during 
this time period.  And lastly, 
Sara Josepha Hale, editor of 
the Godey’s Lady Book, is 
introduced as having estab-
lished the world of print as 
an embodied space by capi-
talizing on the print culture 
to gain access to women 
nationwide.  
     Piepmeier does a superb 
job on her research and 
brings the entire picture into 
focus by asserting that all the 
women studied here con-
structed their bodies strategi-
cally within and against the 
various opposing forces of 
the time.  
 — Review by  
      Leslie Burk  
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TECH LADIES COALITION— “We CAN do it!”  

TTU Takes Back the Night  

Dates To Remember  
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     The Bible Belt. We are all familiar with this term, and to many, it brings to mind the image of a red-faced minis-
ter screaming a fire and brimstone sermon at his congregation. However, to me, the Bible Belt conveys a sense of 
oppression. That’s not to say that religious fervor of southerners should be viewed negatively, but this fervor often 
prevents the aforementioned southerners from keeping an open mind or tolerant attitude concerning alternative life-
styles. It is perfectly acceptable to believe that abortion, for example, is morally wrong and angers whichever divine 
being you happen to worship. But to me, it is appalling to ostracize and malign, in society at large, people who be-
lieve differently. If they are members of your particular church, fine, kick ‘em out, if that’s what you choose, but 
don’t make those people’s private beliefs an issue that affects their professional lives.  
                        Continued on the next page  
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 ""#!$�����
#��������������������#������6����;��'��������������'�����������������	���
�����6������� "�
"#!$�����������#�����%����������������6����;��'����������������������#
�������������#��$������$�������������
���������
#����������������������
���������������
�
������
������
���#������������������77��6����;��'������#����
��������(������/
�&�����#
�&G���������
�����#�����������������6����;��'��������������#�%������������

�����
�����

	
��
��
��

			

���


��



���
	��


��

��		�����
����	�
�����



�	��������
����	��
��	���

��		��� ��
!�

"
#���
$%&

���
'�(
)$*+

���	�,
-&*.&/$.&0)%

1�(,
-&*.&/$.+&22

�33���
!����,










4.1
0,%%
����.	��	



 



*,%%����.2,&%����



%�&��'��
����	�������
(	)�*	���������+�	������������������6����;��'������
'��������������������	�������������"���������	�������
���,���-�	
��	���������
"�	��-����������������
���������,,������������
$	����!�������4
�����


���	�����	����	���,,�.//0�
���,���-�	
�
$	����!������
���������,,����

�	�����,,�	�
�����,,��%�����	+�	�
������,�%����
�	�
 ����&�����
�

7���������7����������������%������?���'������
�������%��������������7���������/��������)������O*3B�2B8B�2DO���  5O��O7�����.QO	�������D2CO�������%�������

 Rules to Live By— Continued From Page 5  
     This oppressive tendency, I have noticed seems to be rooted in conservative 
interpretation of biblical passages. I like to compare how religiously active people 
interpret the Bible and how politically active people interpret the Constitution. A 
devout Christian may interpret the Bible very strictly with literal interpretation and 
speculation about what the writers intended the passages to mean. Or he/she may 
interpret the Bible more liberally, focusing on the moral lessons behind the stories. 
Comparatively, politically active people either interpret the Constitution with 
stringent adherence to the literal phrasing of the manuscript, or more loosely in a 
way meant to benefit the people of America. Yet what seems to be overlooked is 
the fact  that the Constitution is the ruling document of this country, not the Bible. 
The Constitution was written to guard the rights of man (and woman, though it 
wasn’t specifically expressed at first) and to protect us from oppression. 
     Problems arise when people in positions of power use their personal interpreta-
tions to try and influence others. Imagine, if you will, this scenario: A man is 
elected President of our great democratic nation. This man feels that gay marriage 
is wrong and bases his feelings on his interpretation of biblical readings. He feels 
so strongly that the marriage of homosexual couples should not be allowed that he 
attempts to pass legislation that will turn his personal belief into law. This exam-
ple illustrates the Bible’s usurpation of the Constitution. The United States is a 
democracy, not a theocracy. Our country is not meant for church rule— it is far 
too diverse for that to ever work.  Inevitably, certain groups would be oppressed if 
religion were the basis of our government. The Constitution, however, provides 
protection against oppression. Of course, the actual degree and definitions of 
“protection” and “oppression” vary, but are still measured against the rights out-
lined in the Constitution.  
     The Bible does teach significant moral lessons, but it is not the basis of our 
government. The bottom line is: the Constitution is the “supreme law of the land,” 
not the Bible. The Bible is not meant to oppress, but like the Constitution, depend-
ing upon interpretation, it can cause men, women, and even children to feel as 
though some aspect of their lives is being oppressed.   
       — anonymous 


