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     Since the publishing of 
our last issue of Attune, the 
world has lost three well-
known and influential women 
activists—Rosa Parks, Cor-
etta Scott King, and Betty 
Friedan. 
     Rosa Parks who is known 
by some today as “the mother 
of the Civil Rights Move-
ment” passed away on Octo-
ber 24, 2005, at the age of 92.  
Parks’ refusal to comply with 
a Montgomery, Alabama, 
ordinance which forced Afri-
can American passengers to 
give up their bus seats should 
white passengers request it 
has been credited with spark-
ing the Montgomery bus boy-
cotts.  The boycott brought 
Parks into association with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and brought the reality of 
segregation in the southern 
United States to the attention 
of the world.  The boycott, 
lasting 382 days, also re-
sulted in the Supreme Court’s 
banning of legal segregation 
in public transportation. 
     Aside from her well-
known act of defiance, Mrs. 
Parks founded the Rosa and 
Raymond Parks Institute for 
Self-Development to teach 
adolescents  the history of the 
Civil Rights Movement.  In 
1996, President Clinton hon-
ored Mrs. Parks with the 
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom.  After her death, her 
casket was placed in our na-
tion’s capital making Rosa 
Parks the first woman to lie 
in state in Washington, 
D.C.—a privilege normally 
reserved for presidents. 

     Coretta Scott King, wife of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
activist in her own right, died 
on January 30th of this year.  
As an undergraduate student at 
Antioch College in Ohio, prior 
to her association with Dr. 
King, the young Coretta Scott 
joined the NAACP as well as 
the university’s Race Relations 
and Civil Liberties committees.  
It was after being awarded a 
scholarship to the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Bos-
ton that Coretta Scott met Dr. 
King, who was then a theology 
student. 
     Mrs. King staged a series of 
Freedom Concerts to tell the 
story of the Civil Rights Move-
ment and to raise funds for Dr. 
King’s organization, the South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference.  After her husband’s 
untimely death in Memphis, 
Mrs. King continued her in-
volvement in civil rights issues, 
and in 1974 she served as co-
chair of the Full Employment 
Action Council.  The Council 
brought together over a hundred 
religious, labor, civil and 
women’s rights organizations 
devoted to national policies of 
fully equal economic opportu-
nity.  Furthermore, Mrs. King 
and her children protested the 
South African embassy in 
Washington, D.C. for the sys-
tem of apartheid. 
     Betty Friedan, author of 
The Feminine Mystique, died on 
February 4th of this year at the 
age of 85.  The Feminine Mys-
tique, published in 1963, was 
very significant in the second 
wave of feminism.  Friedan’s 
book analyzed “the problem 
that has no name,” or women’s 

lack of fulfillment from mar-
riage and motherhood alone.  
Friedan said, “A woman has 
got to be able to say, and not 
feel guilty, ‘Who am I, and 
what do I want out of life?’  
She mustn’t feel selfish and 
neurotic if she wants goals of 
her own, outside of husband 
and children.” 
     Friedan was the first presi-
dent of the National Organiza-
tion for Women (NOW), 
which advocates for women’s 
equality throughout society.  
Mrs. Friedan also campaigned 
actively for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, which sadly, was 
not ratified.  Friedan was also 
a founder of the National Con-
ference for Repeal of Abortion 
Laws as well as the National 
Women’s Political Caucus. 
     The stories briefly related 
above outline some key ad-
vances in the areas of civil and 
women’s rights.  These three 
remarkable women may have 
departed from this world, but 
they and their accomplish-
ments shall not be forgotten.  
The struggles of Rosa Parks, 
Coretta Scott King, and Betty 
Friedan were not in vain.  
While some work towards 
total equality under the law 
remains, what these women 
endured resulted in significant 
changes enjoyed by women 
and men today. 
 ——— Tara Bates  
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Not Your Father’s Politics— Discovering Political Identity  
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