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MEMORANDUM 
 
January 2, 2024 
 
 
To:  Dr. Kevin Braswell – Vice President, University Advancement 
 
 Dr. Philip Oldham – President 
 
From: Elizabeth Williams – Executive Director, University Advancement 
 
Subject: Naming of the Agriculture Engineering Technology Laboratory 
 
 
This memo is to respectfully request approval of naming of the new Agriculture Engineering Technology 
Laboratory at Shipley Farm as the “Randall and Marjorie Warden Agriculture Engineering Technology 
Laboratory” in recognition of the Warden’s significant gift in February 2022.  
 
A committee consisting of Dr. Kevin Braswell, VP of University Advancement, John Smith, AVP for 
University Development, and Dr. Darron Smith, Dean of the College of Agriculture and Human Ecology, 
met and determined the Warden’s gift was sufficient to name the building.   
 
Randall Warden is a 1976 graduate of the University. Randall chose the Agricultural Science major 
because it allowed him to explore multiple disciplines in agriculture (crops and soil, ag engineering 
technology, animal science, economics) as well as genetics and computer programming classes. He was 
a work-study student for over two years for the former ag engineering technology laboratory, and 
helped prepare for classes and activities. This experience was an important aspect of his time at the 
University. 
 
Randall continued his education at Virginia Tech, earning a Master’s degree in Soil Chemistry. Most of 
his professional career has been in the agricultural soil testing industry. He owned A&L Great Lakes 
Laboratories for 20 years. It was one of the largest soil testing companies in the United States. 
 
The Warden’s commitment to support the construction and/or maintenance of the new Agriculture 
Engineering Technology Lab is outlined in a Foundation gift agreement dated December 13, 2021.  
  
This request is being submitted in accordance with University Policy No. 537, necessitating approval 
from the President and Board of Trustees, as per the established guidelines for University naming 
opportunities. 
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