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John Fabian Witt, Ph.D.

Professor of Law, Yale University Law School

John Fabian Witt is the Allen H. Duffy Class of 1960 Professor of Law at Yale Law
School. He is the author of a number of books, including American Contagions:
Epidemics and the Law from Smallpox to COVID-19 and Lincoln’s Code: The Laws of
War in American History, which was awarded the Bancroft Prize, was a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize, was selected for the American Bar Association’s Silver Gavel
Award, and was a New York Times Notable Book. Witt is currently writing the story
of the men and women behind the Garland Fund, the 1920s foundation that quietly
financed the efforts that culminated in Brown v. Board of Education. He has been
a John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellow and is a Fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Witt holds a J.D. and a Ph.D. in history from
Yale. He served as a law clerk to Judge Pierre N. Leval on the United States Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit. He taught for a decade at Columbia Law School and
has served as visiting faculty at both Harvard and the University of Texas at Austin.

MONDAY, SEPT. 13, 6 p.m.
Derryberry Hall Auditorium
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