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Between the American Revolution and the Civil War, slave traders forced the migration of more than one million enslaved 
people across state lines so they might be sold to cotton and sugar planters in the Deep South. In this lecture, Professor 
Joshua D. Rothman tells the story of the largest and most significant slave trading operation in American history, placing it in 
the larger context of slavery and the slave trade and considering its impact on the American past and present.

Joshua D. Rothman is a Professor of History and Chair of the Department of History at the University of Alabama, where he 
specializes in the histories of race, slavery, and the nineteenth-century United States. He is the author of three books on the 
history of American slavery, including, most recently, The Ledger and the Chain: How Domestic Slave Traders Shaped America, 
which is a finalist for the Harriet Tubman Book Prize. He is also co-director of Freedom on the Move, a digital archive of 
"runaway slave ads" that appeared in American newspapers before the Civil War.  
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Ben Montgomery is a senior writer for Axios, and spent most of his 20-year newspaper career as an enterprise 
reporter for the Tampa Bay Times.  He was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in local reporting in 2010 for a series called 
"For Their Own Good," about abuse at Florida's oldest reform school.  He lives in Tampa.
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Bill has received two Emmy-Awards for directing a variety of film and television projects.  His 
first books, "Appalachian Tales & Heartland Adventures" and "Tellin' It For the Truth," are now 
available.    

Bill lectures, writes and performs.  His new book "When the West Was Tennessee"  steps back 
to the late 18th-century and the opening and settlement of the Southwest Territory, the 
Territory South of the River Ohio, which became Tennessee Country.  
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