
Course Alignment

Online Course Design Guide
Cheryl Tays, Instructional Designer
Center for Innovation in Teaching & Learning
Tennessee Tech University



Phases of Online Learning Course Design



Definition of “Alignment”

� Thoughtful pedagogic planning

� Connection between learning objectives, learning activities and assessment

� Gather elements:  learning objectives, assessments, activities, materials, technology

� Utilize Bloom’s Taxonomy

� Plan course design using an alignment map



Alignment 

A well-aligned course means 
that all components of the 

course contribute to the 
learner’s experience and 

lead them directly towards 
achieving the expected 

outcome

https://www.coursemapguide.com/alignment

Establishing Powerful 
Learning Outcomes

https://www.coursemapguide.com/alignment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=yp4E6rUxv1M&feature=emb_logo


Backwards Design

Stages of Backward Design:
• Identify Desired Results
• Determine Acceptable Evidence
• Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

https://www.coursemapguide.com/backward-design

https://www.coursemapguide.com/backward-design


Course Alignment Matrix



Bloom’s Taxonomy is a 
classification of the 
different objectives 

and skills that 
educators set for their 

students







Resources for Course Alignment

� Course Alignment Guide

� Online Course Design Guide

� Establishing Powerful Learning Outcomes

� Understanding by Design

� Introduction to Bloom’s Taxonomy

� Association of College and University Educators:  Effective Practice Framework

https://www.coursemapguide.com/alignment
https://www.qualitymatters.org/higher-ed-bridge-guide-basic
https://acue.org/courses/modules/establishing-powerful-learning-outcomes/
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/understanding-by-design/
https://www.niallmcnulty.com/2019/12/introduction-to-blooms-taxonomy/
https://acue.org/?acue_courses=acues-effective-practice-framework

