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Course 
Mapping & 
Alignment



Session Resources:

• Session will be recorded.

• Slide deck will be shared.

• Links to resources 

throughout presentation.

• Book a consultation with 

your instructional designer!
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https://www.tntech.edu/citl/programs/previous.php
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/consultations.php


What do you hope to take away from this 
session?
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://flickr.com/photos/americanvirus/2928938926
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Agenda:
Review of Blooms and Objectives 

Why Align?

3 Stages of Backwards Design

Alignment Examples

Next Steps

Resources



Review: 
Bloom's 

Taxonomy
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This Photo by  Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

http://mylearningnetwork.com/?p=614
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Review: 
Bloom’s 

Verbs
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This Photo by  Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://exzuberant.blogspot.com/2019/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Review: Why use learning 
objectives?

• Ensure course/module/daily activities are helping 

students gain proficiency in the course (alignment)

• Show students connection between course content, 

activities and assessments and learning objectives

This is also why we align.



Review: 
Planning 
Objectives: 

Macro to 
micro
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Course objectives

Module/Unit/Week 
objectives

Activity based 
objectives



What are we aligning?
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Course 
Objective

Module/
Unit/

Weekly 
Objective

Lesson 
Objective

Formative & 

Summative 
Assessments

Learning 

Activities

Learning 

Materials



Professors are designers.
Dr. Kevin Krahenbuhl
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The effectiveness of our 
design skills corresponds 
to whether students 
achieve explicit goals.

Dr. Kevin Krahenbuhl
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What are some ways we organize courses?

Activity First

• The entire British literary 

canon

• World War II 

Content First

• Two exams and a 

research paper

• Five types of essays

• Certification- Board or 

Industry Exam (this one is 

tricky!)
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What if, 
instead, we 
start with the 
end in mind?
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Understanding 
by Design, 
2005

Used in K-12 and higher 
ed for curriculum, course, 
and module design

2023 14This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Design-Grant-Wiggins/dp/1416600353/ref=asc_df_1416600353/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312710253827&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14262630093392102383&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9013461&hvtargid=pla-432420173990&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=61681020945&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=312710253827&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14262630093392102383&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9013461&hvtargid=pla-432420173990
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


3 stages of backward design

1.Identify Desired Results

• What should students be 
able to know and do?

• What big ideas do 
students need to 
understand?

• What should students be 
able to transfer to new 
situations?

2. Determine acceptable 
evidence

• How will we know if 
students have achieved 
the desired results?

• What will we accept as 
evidence of student 
understanding and 
proficiency?

• What enabling 
knowledge and skill will 
students need to perform 
effectively and achieve 
desired results?

3. Plan learning experiences 
and instruction.

• What activities will equip 
students with the needed 
knowledge and skills?

• What will need to be taught 
and coached, and how 
should it best be taught in 
light of performance goals?

• What materials and 
resources are best suited to 
accomplish these goals?
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A template (sample .docs shared in Chat)
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1. Decide upon the 
desired results

2. Determine 
acceptable evidence

3. Create a plan for 
teaching and learning

• Consider TnTech's mission when 
planning

• Course: Write clear and measurable 
objectives

• Module: Create as many objectives 
as you need for your modules

• "What does success look like?" 
It likely involves both what 
students know and what they 
can do.

• Create or select 
assessments that will measure 
students' success in meeting 
the objectives

• Also consider ways to engage 
students in self-assessment.

• How will I present material 
(lecture, reading, video, etc.)?

• What will students do with the 
material during the module?

Course-level objectives
Module titles
Module-level objectives

To assess what students know …
To assess what students can do …
To prompt students' reflection ...

I will present material ...
I will facilitate student engagement ...

Adapted from UIW Teaching & Learning

https://www.tntech.edu/strategic/mission.php
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TN Tech Alignment Example

Physics Dept: Dr. Robinson and Dr. Englehardt
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Course Name: EDUB 6050/7050, Assessment in Behavior Analysis

Instructor Name:  Heather Rippetoe Date: Fall 2023

Designer Name:  Lacy Means Modality: On-ground

Program Learning Objectives/Outcomes Addressed: [Optional]

Course Learning Objectives: 

By the end of this course, students will:

1. understand and apply behavior assessment procedures for school, clinical, and residential settings.

2. evaluate and create a program plan for behavior analytic services based on assessment data.

Course Materials

Textbooks required:
• Cooper, J.O., Heron, T.E., & Heward, W.L. (2019). Applied behavior analysis (3rd Ed.).  Pearson Education, Inc
• Cipani, E. (2017). Functional behavioral assessment, diagnosis, and treatment: A complete system for education and 

mental health settings. Springer Publishing Company. The 2010 version may also be used.
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Course 
Learning 
Objectives

Module # and Title Module (or Week) Learning 
Objectives

Assessments Activities Instructional Materials

1 1. Introduction • Students will become 
familiar with course 
objectives, assignments, and 
pacing

1 2. Understanding 
Behavior 
Functions

• Describe the common 
functions of problem 
behavior.

1 3. Functional 
Assessment

• Review records and 
available data (e.g., 
educational, medical, 
historical) at the outset of 
the case.

• Determine the need for 
behavior-analytic services.

• Identify and prioritize 
socially significant behavior-
change goals.

• Conduct a descriptive 
assessment of problem 
behavior

2 4. Functional 
Analysis

• Conduct a descriptive 
assessment of problem 
behavior (continues)



"...understanding 
by design in large 

part is intended 
to help us focus 

and prioritize our 
teaching." 

Jay McTighe, 
2021
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://fineartamerica.com/shop/framed+prints/disassembled
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


How can we prepare for future alignment?
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Build a Course Map

1

• Start with your Learning Objectives

• SMART / ABCD

2

• Align assessments to Learning Objectives

• Needs assessment: How do you know that your students have learned the material?

3

• Use Course Map to guide units and lessons

• Be judicious about what you allow in: Does it align with map?

4

• Make it a team effort: Contact the CITL for a consultation.

• Schedule time to review and revise.
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What can you do now?
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It's never too late to make a plan.
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Look over course for alignment... Look for easy wins.

Make unit / module objectives for upcoming content.

Reach out to CITL for a consultation

Book a SGID:  Seek out student feedback as a starting point.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-Mr-ZsA9LE24uO_w3epG8NWXICpkh0lDhRxaByjfZgJUQk0wTEM0N1ROWUxZOENaSkJUUjQ5TU9JUCQlQCNjPTEu


Thoughts 
and 

Questions!
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Thank you!
Questions, 

Comments, 

Concerns?

Feedback Survey

Next Week’s Session:
Personalized Learning
Tuesday, September 19th

Register

Wiggins, G. and McTighe, J. Understanding by Design. 2nd Ed. 

ASCD, Alexandria, VA. 978-1-4166-0035-0

References:

Resources:
UC San Diego. (n.d.) The Online Course Mapping 

Guide. The Online Course Map Guide

UIW Teaching & Learning. Jay McTighe Backward 

Design Session 

1. (2021). https://youtu.be/LAzNHrmuUGQ

Wiggins, G. & McTighe, J. (2005). Understanding by 

Design. ASCD.

https://forms.office.com/r/PFub2w3xHL
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/programs/index.php
https://www.coursemapguide.com/
https://youtu.be/LAzNHrmuUGQ
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