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Session Resources:

• Session will be recorded.
• Slide deck will be shared.
• Links to resources 

throughout presentation.

• Book a consultation with 
your instructional designer!
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https://www.tntech.edu/citl/programs/previous.php
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/consultations.php


Agenda
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Importance of Bloom’s objectives

Locate course learning objectives

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Relevant, Time (SMART) goals

Audience, Behavior, Condition, 
Degree (ABCD) goals

Tips for writing objectives



LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

After today's session participants will be able to:

• Find their course learning objectives

• Evaluate current course objectives according to SMART or ABCD criteria

• Write module learning objectives



Bloom's 
Taxonomy

2023 5

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

http://mylearningnetwork.com/?p=614
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Bloom’s 
Verbs
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://exzuberant.blogspot.com/2019/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Why have learning objectives?

• Ensure course/module/daily activities are helping 
students gain proficiency in the course (alignment)

• Show students connection between course content, 
activities and assessments and learning objectives



Planning 
Objectives: 

Macro to 
micro
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Course objectives

Module/Unit/Week 
objectives

Activity based 
objectives



Sample Syllabus from Tennessee Tech 

C

WHERE CAN 
WE FIND OUR 

COURSE 
OBJECTIVES?





SMART 
Objectives

CITL Summer Intensive 2023 11

ü Specific

ü Measurable

ü Attainable

ü Relevant

ü Time-Bound



LEARNING OBJECTIVE USING 
SMART METHOD
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• S(pecific)

• M(easurable)

• A(ttainable)

• R(elevant)

• T(ime)

By the end of the semster, students will:

... apply the interrelationship between reading and writing and recognize the 
reciprocal nature of these skills, as demonstrated through the design of 

effective lessons for teaching young children.



ABCD
Objectives

CITL Summer Intensive 2023 14

ü Audience

üBehavior

üCondition

üDegree



LEARNING OBJECTIVE USING 
ABCD METHOD

15

• A(udience) Who are you teaching? What is their current level of knowledge

• B(ehavior) What is the desired change in behavior?

§ Should be both observable and measurable behaviors
§ Should refer to action verbs that describe behaviors

• C(ondition) Under what conditions should the learner be able to do it?

• D(egree) How will the behavior need to be performed? How well must it be done?

At the end of the session, ENGL 1010 students will be able to distinguish between 
primary and secondary sources 100% of the time when analyzing research.



Effective or Ineffective?

 List five milestones of 
development in infants.

Effective: Activity based objectives



Effective or  Ineffective?

Learn about the impact of 
climate change on 
ecosystems.

Ineffective (not measurable)



Effective or Ineffective?

Design and implement complex 
software using industry-standard 
programming languages and 
tools.

Effective: (depending on participants 
background) Course objective or module level?



Effective or Ineffective?

 Appreciate the beauty of 
Shakespeare’s sonnets.

Ineffective: (not measurable) 



Effective or Ineffective?

Create and analyze financial 
statements using appropriate 
tools and techniques. 

Ineffective: (not specific) 



Tips for 

Writing 

Learning

Objectives
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Start with action verbs

Use Bloom's Taxonomy

Use one of the acronyms to evaluate your objectives 
(SMART or ABCD)

Use clear language as much as possible

Communicate objectives to students



Thank you!
Questions, 
Comments, 
Concerns?

Feedback Survey

Next Week’s Session:
Course Mapping & Alignment
Tuesday, September 12th

Register

Acevedo, M. (2014). Collaborating with faculty to compose 
exemplary learning objectives. Internet Learning (3)1. 5-16.

References:

Resources:
• Writing-learning-objectives.pdf (uconn.edu)

• Learning Objective Tip Sheet | Center for Excellence in 

Teaching and Learning (uconn.edu)

• ABCD_model.pdf

• Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Effective Learning 

Objectives: The ABCD Approach - Educational Technology

• Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Effective Learning 

Outcomes | Teaching Innovation and Pedagogical Support 

(uark.edu)

https://forms.office.com/r/PFub2w3xHL
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/programs/index.php
https://www.igi-global.com/article/content/70225
https://www.igi-global.com/article/content/70225
https://cetl.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1775/2021/01/Writing-learning-objectives.pdf
https://cetl.uconn.edu/learning-objective-tip-sheet/
https://cetl.uconn.edu/learning-objective-tip-sheet/
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Clmeans%5CDownloads%5CABCD_model.pdf
https://educationaltechnology.net/using-blooms-taxonomy-to-write-effective-learning-objectives-the-abcd-approach/
https://educationaltechnology.net/using-blooms-taxonomy-to-write-effective-learning-objectives-the-abcd-approach/
https://tips.uark.edu/using-blooms-taxonomy/
https://tips.uark.edu/using-blooms-taxonomy/
https://tips.uark.edu/using-blooms-taxonomy/

