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SESSION RESOURCES
● Session will be recorded.

● Slide deck will be shared.

● We will be in the chat to answer any questions.

● Book a consultation with your instructional designer!
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https://www.tntech.edu/citl/consultations.php
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Poll Question:
Which area do you feel least 
prepared for when getting your 
course(s) ready?
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AGENDA
● Accessibility in Mind

● Syllabus Checkpoints

● AI for Course Prep

● Strategies & Support
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Accessibility in Mind
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Word Cloud
What's the first word that 
comes to mind when you hear 
the word Accessibility?
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Key ADA Changes

Effective Date: April 24, 2026

All digital content must meet WCAG 2.1 Level AA 
standards.

Includes websites, mobile apps, documents (PDFs, 
Word, PowerPoints), multimedia content, and social 
media.



Impact on
Faculty
and
Course
Content

Faculty are responsible for 
ensuring materials are accessible.

Review existing course content for 
compliance.

Incorporate accessibility features 
(captions, alt-text, document 
structure).



Timeline

Spring 2026 courses added 
in D2L/iLearn.

September 8, 2025

Faculty worked on Spring 
2026 courses.

Fall 2025

Tennessee Tech’s internal 
deadline for accessible 
content in courses

February 3, 2026

National deadline for 
accessible content in courses

April 24, 2026



Spring 2026 Accessibility
Compliance TnTech
Internal Deadline

Deadline: February 3.

Goal: Spring courses must reach at 
least 70% with 0 Severe and 0 
Major issues. Alt text on all images. 



Accessibility Process

Use course shell templates, 
create a master course, and set 
up a consistent structure.

Build a Foundation

Build with accessible HTML pages, 
Word documents, and PowerPoint 
presentations.

Develop Course 
Content

Run built-in accessibility checkers 
in Word, PowerPoint, and the 
HTML editor.

Check for Accessibility

Upload materials, review 
Panorama reports, and fix flagged 
issues. 

Note: Remember to check items 
Panorama doesn’t scan (images, 
links, external tools, and course 
syllabus section).

Insert Content & 
Review Panorama

Accessibility is ongoing-
continuously evaluate and 
update course content.

Review & Revise
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ACCESSIBILITY

● CITL - Accessibility Resources

● Syllabus Information

● Document Accessibility

● Closed Captioning in YuJa videos
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“ACCESSIBILITY 

ISN’T EXTRA STEPS; 

IT’S STEPS YOU’VE 

MISSED.”
@NickTillem

Instructional Designer

https://www.tntech.edu/citl/accessibility.php
https://www.tntech.edu/handbooks/faculty/syllabus.php
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/accessibility-doc.php
https://support.yuja.com/hc/en-us/articles/360043421473-Requesting-Auto-Captions
https://twitter.com/NickTillem/status/1513876121250635790?s=20&t=TpY8zDoKF0U87ENVz_NBgg
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Syllabus 
Checkpoints
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Important Tennessee Tech Syllabus Links
Course Syllabus Requirements 

Syllabus Information Guide

Syllabus Template 

AI Syllabus Statement Options

● Course Syllabus Requirements 

● Syllabus Information Guide

● Syllabus Template 

● AI Syllabus Statement Options

15
Faculty Handbook

From TN Tech Faculty Handbook

https://www.tntech.edu/handbooks/pdf/faculty/course-syllabus/TnTech-Course-Syllabus-Requirements.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/handbooks/pdf/faculty/course-syllabus/f25-course-syllabus-info-guide.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/private/facstaff/provost/files/course-syllabi/Spring-2026-TnTech-Syllabus-Template.docx
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/ai-syllabus-statements.php
https://www.tntech.edu/handbooks/faculty/syllabus.php
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Things to Note for Syllabus

● Place in dedicated Course Syllabus 
section in D2L iLearn

● Organize information into clear, 
labeled sections

● Keep titles descriptive and relevant

16Simunich, Robins, and Kelly (2015) 
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Communication Protocols
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Clear 
Communication

Contact & 
Response

Expectations Netiquette & 
Community
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AI and Syllabus 
Language
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Check for Student Friendly Language Using AI

I DON'T accept late work, no 
exceptions. If you turn something in 
after the deadline, you get a zero. 
Don't ask me about it or ask for an 
extension on the assignment!

I understand that life happens and 
sometimes things don't go as planned. 
If you need a little extra time on an 
assignment, please reach out before 
the due date whenever possible. 

● Up to 2 days late: Assignments will be accepted 
with a small point deduction (typically 10%).

● More than 2 days late: Please email me to discuss 
your situation. Extensions may be granted on a 
case-by-case basis, especially for emergencies, 
illness, or other unexpected challenges.

● Communication is key! If you keep me informed, 
I’m happy to work with you to stay on track.
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AI and Course 
Schedule
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Including a Course Schedule...
AI can help with that
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• Balance weekly cognitive load

• Simplify schedule language for clarity and readability

• Check formatting for screen reader compatibility

• Simulate student questions or confusion points

• Summarize or explain schedule use for students
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Artificial 
Intelligence for 

Course Prep
23
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Instant Poll:
Have you used AI to help 
prepare for your course(s)?



SLIDESMANIA.COM

NEW TO AI? 
CHECK OUT OUR AI ACADEMY!

The AI Academy is a course 
designed for anyone looking to 
explore and build a foundational 
understanding of Artificial 
Intelligence.

AI Academy Registration

Generated with AI (Gemini)∙ March 2025
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Creating a Syllabus Quiz

Familiarize 
Students with 
D2L 
iLearn Quiz 
Features

D2L 
iLearn

Grading 
procedures, 
grading scale

A+

Keeps students 
accountable for 
verifying the 
Artificial
Intelligence
statement to 
ensure 
Academic 
Integrity

AI

Students have 
to match or 
find the due 
dates for large 
assignments, 
projects, or 
exams

Due Dates

Communication 
protocol and 
correct method

Email

26

https://www.tntech.edu/citl/ai-syllabus-statements.php
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/ai-syllabus-statements.php
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/ai-syllabus-statements.php
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How Else Can AI Help with Course Prep?

• Simplifying Complex Language/Lecture Notes

• Help Write Alt Text for Images

• Creating Accessible Document Structures

• Generating a Frequently Asked Questions Section

27
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Strategies & Support
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Audio Troubleshooting
If you are unable to hear the 
short video on the next slide, try 
the following:

● Use a non-Bluetooth headset

● Turn on closed captioning on 
the video (bottom right corner)



SLIDESMANIA.COM

HTML 
Templates
● Using HTML 

Templates in 
D2L iLearn
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https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/html-templates-creator/creating-html-pages.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/html-templates-creator/creating-html-pages.pdf
https://www.tntech.edu/ilearn/pdf/guides/html-templates-creator/creating-html-pages.pdf


SLIDESMANIA.COM

TnTech 
Template
● Designed with 

Accessibility in 
Mind

● Easy to 
implement

● Ready for your 
content

31
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Answer in Chat:
What’s one key takeaway from 
today's session?
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Questions, Comments, Concerns?
Feedback Survey
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Simunich, B., Robins, D. B., & Kelly, V. (2015). The Impact of Findability on Student 
Motivation, Self-Efficacy, and Perceptions of Online Course Quality. American Journal 
of Distance Education, 29(3), 174-185. 
(https://doi.org/10.1080/08923647.2015.1058604)

AI Academy Registration

CITL - Accessibility Resources

Editing Captions in the Video Editor – YuJa Help Center THANK 
YOU!

Resources & References:

Book a Consultation

https://forms.office.com/r/HCuMnvdXgD
https://doi.org/10.1080/08923647.2015.1058604
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/accessibility.php
https://support.yuja.com/hc/en-us/articles/360050590953-Editing-Captions-in-the-Video-Editor
https://www.tntech.edu/citl/consultations.php
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