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FIRST LEGO League tournament held at TTU
by Jerry Renshaw
February 24,2015
On February 14, Tennessee Tech University again played host to FIRST LEGO League Tennessee Championship
Tournament. The theme for this year’s competition was
“World Class,” with the goal of using technology to
improve learning in new and innovative ways.
“FIRST Robotics is an amazing way to engage our youth
in science and technology. I have been involved as a
volunteer with FIRST for 8 years and have seen this
program impact the lives of many students,” said Steve
Anton, TTU mechanical engineering professor and FIRST
LEGO League referee. “The FIRST Lego League
tournament at TTU is an exciting event; the students
dress up in the team colors, some teams brought signs
and cardboard cut-outs, it is loud, and the action on the
competition tables is non-stop.”
The teams use a LEGO framework and LEGO
Mindstorms® technology to build an autonomous robot
that can carry out a prescribed set of tasks. The event
draws hundreds of kids and 64 teams from across
eastern Tennessee; each robot has two and a half minutes to complete its tasks. Along the way, team members apply
critical thinking and team-building skills, and learn to apply real-world math and science ideas. The goal of FIRST LEGO
League is to elevate the STEM disciplines to a level comparable to athletics, for students ages 9-14.
FIRST LEGO League sprang from Dean Kamen’s For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology foundation;
Kamen was the inventor of the Segway, the gyroscope-controlled human transporter. In 1989, Kamen founded FIRST; ten
years later, First LEGO League came into being. In addition, FIRST has also spun off the FIRST Tech Challenge and FIRST
Robotics Competition over the years.
It is very rewarding to volunteer and know that you are helping to shape the future of these students,” said Anton. “ I
encourage anyone who is interested to volunteer at next year’s tournament!”
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