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Mechanical Engineering's Faulkner balances engineering by day, racing
by night
Joseph Faulkner, of Flintville, Tennessee, grew up with the smell of racing gas and burnt rubber and the sound of highperformance engines. The mechanical engineering major
at Tennessee Tech University started racing go-karts at
age eight. He still races almost every weekend on the
dirt-track circuit.
“It’s everywhere back home,” says Faulkner, who will
graduate in 2015. “I mean, on the weekends everyone I
knew was at the dirt track, and then I come here and
people say, ‘Oh, you race cars? Tell me all about it’ and I
just say, ‘What, you don’t already know?’”
Despite a background in motorsports, Faulkner interned
last summer at Defense, Energy, Space and Environment
Research in Huntsville, Alabama.
“I have always wanted to work with missiles and defense
systems and my time at DESE was really valuable,” said
Faulkner. “My time there was spent doing support in
cybersecurity and not directly doing engineering, but it
was a really valuable experience nonetheless. It was very eye-opening.”
No matter what direction he takes after graduation, it’s likely that Faulkner will carry on family tradition and continue to
haunt the dirt tracks after graduation, despite an unceremonious end to this year’s racing season.
“I put our car into the wall at the Rebel 40 at Winchester at the end of this season,” he said. “It’ll probably take us all
winter to rebuild it.”
Faulkner is a third-generation dirt-track driver, following in the tire tracks of his father and grandfather. His family races in
the Super Late Model four-barrel stock car division, cars that put out around 800 horsepower and are designed for dirttrack racing, with a four-link rear suspension that can be custom-tuned to adjust to a particular track and surface.
Faulkner learned to drive and gained car maintenance and repair experience Winchester Speedway in Winchester,
Tennessee. At TTU, he is a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and participates in student
government.
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