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VW Expands Volkswagen Academy
by Jerry Renshaw
September 12, 2014
Volkswagen is intent on growth and expansion for their operations
at their Chattanooga, Tenn. plant, and their management
recognizes that their need for qualified employees can best be
answered through partnerships with Tennessee Tech University and
Chattanooga State Community College.
Volkswagen’s “2 + 2 agreement” is a plan for students to earn an
associate in applied science in engineering technology at
Chattanooga State, then transfer to a bachelor’s degree program
in manufacturing engineering technology at TTU. The Chattanooga
State classes will be taught exclusively at Volkswagen Academy,
where students will learn mechatronics, machining and welding
skills, automotive diagnostics and more. This innovative approach
is in keeping with the apprenticeship-style model that’s in place in
many German industries.
“The VW Academy program started in 2011,” said associate dean of engineering Roy Loutzenheiser. “This program gives
Volkswagen employees a clear path to a bachelor’s-level degree in engineering technology, and will give the company a
supply of job-ready engineers.”
Students will actually be enrolled at Chattanooga State and TTU simultaneously, meaning they won’t have to reapply
when they start their bachelor’s program at TTU. Bachelor’s classes will continue at Volkswagen Academy. Volkswagen will
reimburse some expenses toward the degree.
The program coincides with VW’s announcement of plans to build the Golf and a seven-passenger SUV at the
Chattanooga plant, which currently produces the Passat. That will also mean a large expansion of factory space, an
investment of $600 million from the automaker, and an additional 2,000 jobs.
While completion of the program doesn’t guarantee a job at VW, it will still give students a valuable education in
manufacturing skills that should benefit the future needs of the region.
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