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Who is a Commuter Student?

Any freshman commuting from their parent/legal guardian's main
residence.

At Tech...

9,187 total undergraduate enrollment (Fall 2023)
2,230 residential

6,957 commuter

Myth: Commuter students are not able to be as involved and
engaged as their residential classmates.



Who is a Commuter Student?

* Average travel time is 18 minutes
* Most commuters arrive before 11 a.m. (61%)

* Nearly half of commuters spend 3-5 hours on campus
per day, and one-third spend 5-7 hours on campus

From the Fall 2023 Commuter Student Survey.



What are the Expectations of Commuters?

Same as residential students!
* Be on time and attend classes

* Take responsibility for assignments (group &
individual)

» Utilize resources and seek assistance when necessary
« Communicate with faculty & advisors



Some Commuter Challenges

 Getting to campus

* Time management

* Family responsibilities
» Work responsibilities

 What to do between
THAT SOUNDS
classes LIKE A CHALLENGE

* Feeling connected and
engaged with campus

TFI..IX



Getting to Campus

-
Arriving to class on time ¢ Nl
* What's your commute time? WHAT HAPPENS IFTHERES IJl[:lEMEHT
* Parking WEATHER?

Inclement Weather & Campus Closings
 Always check your campus email
* Must still complete work if campus is closed



..........

Z

Machaws Hall DuanHal

OakdoyHa ____ Elingeon Hall
BART  Penechalarball Evins Hall

Prewont FHal Joba Hal

Ray Meris Hal M5 Coaper Hall

' nLE 5 - Rl B s ?
Raacen Univorsiy Contr MaddoHal __ e
Msesome Mail & Pire :f;:uﬂ:— \ //
Lamzuss Dheing _— LEE :

Diaytsasry Hall DERY  Marc L Benatt Saudont Racsation

Eant Stacums, ESTA  anel Fitmess Contar LT kil PR,

Far 11 8y FARR  Mikay Scnces ROTC  TochVilageEaet TE [ PERIMETER PARKING EMPLOYEE PREMIUM PARKING | TECH VILLAGE PARKING
Featee Hal FOST  SwuthvesszHal TWH m\r':grm 7$ I eesmewmaLpapione B STUDENTPREMIUMPARKING I MOTORCYOLE PARKING
Fourdation Hal FNDH  Stoneciphor Lectera Hal 1] o

Fomdy o FORY Vet kg A @ Fitness Center 2 Hous Parking [ Visitar Parking

Haslth & Physical Edecation Bdg. ____ MGYM Valpe Libaary Ugn  (OPERATIONS T Emergency Phones & 30 Mimute Paring

Hosderoonbal____ ~ — HEND  Walton Housa WALT  Car Hdy. MTHG Fire Luses Are Marked + Hoaith Service: Parking
Hooperkbben Cemmar _______ HOOF st Stadium WiTA  Caroll Bidg. CHL

JereWhitmBldg. W Faclities & Bugness Sorvices Bldg, ___ MTNO!

JehesanHal _____ WoeiN  RETIDENCEMALLS & APARTMENTS Maisiznasce Garage WTHG

Kawel Hal KT Nickvarsing Piskics

Laboratary Sckernce Commons L5 m’?&u é‘g;g Uﬂmmm LSWC

Lowts Hall | F5 Crawdoed Hall RAW Warchowss __ WHSE



One Last Word on Parking...




Time Management

High School Schedule College Schedule
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Shakeout/Dismissal 3:30 Shakeout/Dismissal 3:30
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Commuter Class Scheduling Strategy

Cramming classes Spacing classes out: =~
Into two days.  Allows more time to complete -
« Makes for really long days assignments/prepare for exams \
« Mental fatigue (less focused) « More peer interactions &
» More tempting to skip classes engagement on campus
« Greater impact when you get sick « Eliminates falling out of a routine
« Multiple assignments due/exams :
on the same day | *Remember to designate
Vi time and space for online
classes.

*Don’t be hesitant to take
night classes; may impact
progression towards degree!




Know & Prioritize Your Responsibilities

1. Adjusting — Be proactive about possible
challenges.

2. Be aware of outside obligations that may
conflict with class times.

3. Open communication — with faculty,
employers & outside commitments.

NOTE: On-campus students must do these things, too.



Ebbs & Flows of the Semester

Passed Weekend
Activities Midterm
the test! rades
Join club or gosted
Week of organization P
Welcome You made it!
Assignments due
Make adjustments
Midterms
First test
SOAR/ Finals
Advisement &

Registration



Getting Involved

Commuter students who join student organizations and/or work
on campus are much more likely to be satisfied with their campus
engagement and feel connected to others.

Satisfied with Connected To Other
Engagement Students

All Respondents 44% 79%
Those Involved in a Student Org 62% 87%
Those Who Work On Campus 63% 839%

(Fall 2023 Commuter Student Survey)



Student
Resources

* Campus Dining Counseling &
. Library Mental Health

, Wellness
* Fithess Center
e Intercultural

» On-campus jobs Affairs
e Launch Pad « Off-Campus

« Health Services Housing
s Cantarfor Consultant




Student Lounges

 Education — TJ Farr 107 & Foundation
Hall (LRC)

* Engineering — Clement Hall 208
* Nursing — Bell Hall 250
* Interdisciplinary Studies — SW Hall 180

* Business — Foundation Hall Lobbies
and Hallways

« Roaden University Center — Ground
Floor Lounge; Intercultural Lounge
(2nd Floor)

 Volpe Library Learning Commons

e Lab Science Commons



Student Lounging

» Tables outside of LSC
* The study rooms in the library

* Upstairs booth in the RUC over Swoops
e Interview rooms from Career Development
 Tables on the Plaza
* A booth in the Caf
« Walk the indoor track in th’e Fit




Week of Welcome 2026

Week of Welcome is the start of the
semester. Plan ahead to attend these
and other events:

 Tuesday, August 18 — Convocation,
Class Photo, and movie at Tucker
Stadium.

« Wednesday, August 19 — Mix and
Mingle

« Saturday, August 22 — College
Town Kick Off

www.thtech.edu/weekofwelcome



Questions?
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