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and Sciences at TTU from 1966 to 1970 and was named
as temporary Acting Director of the $5 million Joe L.
Evins Appalachian Center for Craft. The Appalachian
Center for Craft is part of the TTU campus and is located on more than 500 wooded acres overlooking Center
Hill Lake in scenic Middle Tennessee, near the town of
Smithville. The Center has a rich history of producing
successful studio and production artists, elementary
school to college-level art educators, and nationally
and internationally renowned craft artists. His task
as Acting Center Director included leading program
research, program planning and curriculum development. Dr. Caplenor also published numerous refereed
journal articles in the Journal of the Tennessee Academy
of Science, the Ecology journal, ASB Bulletin, Mississippi
Geological Survey Bulletin, among others. During his
career, Dr. Caplenor served as a member of Sigma Xi,
the Tennessee Academy of Science (holding positions
as both editor and secretary), the Ecological Society
of America, the Botanical Society of America, and the
Association of Southeastern Biologists.
Dr. Caplenor symbolized the essence of teaching and
research for which our faculty are well known. He was
“trained to be a scientist, and he practiced his science
with all the intellectual rigor attendant to his profession.
But he also had the feeling of a poet and artist,” said
former TTU President Arliss Roaden. According to
others, “teaching for [Dr. Caplenor] was as natural as
his breathing.”

At the age of 57, Dr. Caplenor passed away on a field
trip doing what he loved best—teaching students. His
sudden death was caused by a heart attack while on a
scenic point at Fall Creek Falls, which was later
designated as “Caplenor Point.” His love for the area
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