
Tennessee Tech University: Board of Trustees (2018-19) 

The Board of Trustees is the governing body of Tennessee Tech University. It 
consists of 10 members, 8 of whom are appointed by the Governor, by and with 
consent of the Tennessee General Assembly. In addition, the Faculty Senate elects 
a faculty member to serve as a Trustee, and the Student Government Association 
presents three students to the Board for selection as the student Trustee. 

The Trustees are listed below: 

 Tom Jones, Chair: Co-owner and general manager of Research Electronics 
International

 Trudy Harper, Vice Chair: Founder and former president of Tenaska Power 
Services Company

 Forrest Allard: Student, College of Business

 Barbara Fleming: Senior health policy analyst and former physician at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center

 Melissa Geist: Professor, Whitson-Hester School of Nursing

 Rhedona Rose: Chief Administrative Officer and Executive Vice President, 
Tennessee Farm Bureau

 Purna Saggurti: Chair of Global Corporate & Investment Banking, Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch

 Johnny Stites: Managing partner of XI Investments

 Teresa Vanhooser: Former deputy director of the Marshall Space Flight 
Center and current senior consultant with Seabrook Solutions, LLC

 Capt. Barry Wilmore: National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
astronaut 




